k Lawrence
i 1 ‘Park, Cayuga,
Ontario, Canada — The first
big show of the season got off
the ground with seven top
name ground-pounding Funny
Cars shooting it out for the Spr-
ing Extravaganza. Three
hundred E.T. competitors went
al it for the Bonus Bracket Day
Cash.

Some 6.300 fans cheered on

3

was nant at the time.

The Funny Cars were given
one round to qualify in order to
sort out their mounts on the
cold track. The qualifying
round was a show in itself as
Bill Schifsky’s “Bear Town
Shaker’ led things off with the
Low E.T. of the Meet at 6.61,
203.61 mph. Bruce Larson’s
““USA 1" Camaro, hot off a win
at York, Penn., motored to a

DRAGWAY PARK, Cayuga, Ontario, Canada — Tommy Ivo’s
Plymouth Arrow had to outpower the five day old “Bear Town
Shaker” for the Spring Funny Car Extravaganza. ivo just fell short of
the track’s miles per hour record held by the “Shaker” at 225.00 mph.

“TV Tommy' Ivo as he upset
Dragway Park’s track record
holder Bill Schifsky for the ti-
tle. This was one of Ivo’s first
East Coast appearances with
his beautiful new Plymouth Ar-
row, as he pulled out all the
stops to prove his prowess in
Funny Car Eliminator.

Linda Campbell captured the
Overall E.T. Bracket
Eliminator, netting $100 plus
$175 for her Street Eliminator
win. The win for Linda was ex-
tra amazing considering she

ik

Photo by Mark Lawrence

7.02, 189.07 mph.

Tommy Ivo put out his
slowest run of the day in
qualifying at 7.40, 188.67 mph.
A Mustang driven by George
Johnson kept the fans on the
edge of their seats when his car
shook hard and went from side
to side in his lane. He kept his
foot in it for a 7.73, 212.76 mph
run.

The immaculate new
“‘Fighting Irish” Firebird
driven by Dick Rosherg sm-
oked the tires for the entire

DRAGWAY PARK, Cayuga, Ontario, Canada — The unpainted “Bear
Town Shaker” of Rick Johnson hif the Low Elapsed Time of the Meet

at 6.61 and was the runner-up in Funny Car to “TV Tom,

car was | tnglgw

The |

|quarter-mile recording a 9.1

-90.90 mph pass. Larry ooéﬁ
rounded out the qualifying with
a blower explosion 20 feet off
the starting line in his
“‘Freedom Machine”” Chevy
Vega. z

Bill Schifsky started the se-
cond round by outrunning
George Johnson in Jim
Wemett's car 6.91, 217.91 mph
to 7.14, 194.38 mph. Tommy
Ivo showed the fans that he
was going to do some serious

[racing as he quickened hispace

from the previous round to a

6:88;:205.94 mph-to.down Bruee,
Larson’s 6.90, 207.85 mph in
a tight duel. The ‘“Fighting
Irish’ went 7.46, 169.17 mph to
nip the “Quarterhorse’s” 7.59,
211.26 mph as both cars fought
for traction. Larry Coogle’s.
broken mount was unable to
return.

Wemett's car got by the
“Fighting Trish’’ 6.99, 177.18
mph to 7.10, 168.53 to start off
the third round. Bruce Larson
uncorked a 6.81, 200.00 mph
to.outdistance the ‘Quarter-
horse,”” which got out of shape

fand shut-off to.a 12.00, 108.82
mit. - g

Tommy Ivoe's Arrow and Bill
Schifsky's Mustang, the low
elapsed time winners for round
two, met to decide the winner
of the Spring Funny Car Ex-
travaganza. Ivo and Schifsky
went down the track side by
side with the Arrow making the
hardest pass of the day to out-
class the Mustang 6.79, 221.00

h for the Top Speed of the

‘ran a solid 6.89,







First Annual Paul
““Dodger” Glenn

Award To Johnson

DIVISION 1 BANQUET,
Freehold, New Jersey — A new
award was announced at the
Annual Land of NED Awards
Banquet held here recently.
The award is the Annual Paul
“Dodger”’ Glenn Memorial
Award for performance ex-
traordinaire. The 1978 first an-
nual recipient was George
Johnson, driver of the Jim

DIVISIOM 1 sANnuEr

New Jersey — Joe Sitl
(right) presents the First Annual
Pn i "Dadgor Glenn Memorial

orge Johnson, driver

ol m- .um w.mm AA/Funny Car
from Macdon, New York, for
showing great driving Improy
ment and performance extraor-
dinaire. Photo by R.F. Blssell
Wemett AA/FC from
Macedon, New York, for his
outstanding improvement and
performances during the 1978
season.

The annual award will be
presented to the driver or team
that is felt to be the most
deserving in both improvement
and total overall effort at the
NHRA events throughout the
Northeast Division during each
season.

The award is presented
through the courtesy of
Broadway Automotive, - West
Chester, Pennsylvania who will
display the master award, and
a copy for the Eastern Re-
gional office of NHRA.




RACEWAY PARK, Englishtown, N.J. — The Jim Wemett Funny Car rolled to victory in the semi-final
round action at Englishtown’s U.S. All Pro Funny Car Championships recording a time of 9.71 on a solo
pass. The run was exciting as the Ford Mustang II-bodied entry shed its skin at quarter-track and rolled

Photo by Norman Blake

on to the win.




Englishtown . . .

(Continued from Page 2)
Fullerton’s “Trojan Horse”
Mustang qualified fourth at
6.72. Rounding out the six se-
cond cars was Hungarian
Kosty Ivanoff’s ‘‘Boston
Shaker’’ at a tire broiling 6.84,
at 205.47 miles per hour.

WCS champ, Jake Crimmins
took his Mustang on a wild
sliding pass at 7.05, 195.65 while
the Rhode Island ride of Jim-
my King skated all over the
track at 7.06, 199.55. The 1978
debut of two really nice pieces
filled out the first half of the
field with R.C. Sherman’s
clean and sleek flopper gunning
to a 7.44, 193.13 while Dick
Rosberg’s ‘‘Fighting Irish’’ car
did an excellent burn-out but
could not find the traction on
his 7.50, 168.22 pass.

Roy Harris' as always
‘gorgeous ‘‘Brutus Mustang slid
both left and right off the line
but as soon as he clicked off a
7.80 with a 196 mile per hour
top end charge. Meanwhile, the
Cassidy brothers ran a half
hearted 8.08, 116.58, shutting
off before the first set of lights.
Frank Ogelsby’s Georgia-
based ‘‘Quarterhorse’’
Mustang took the scenic route
down the quarter mile, driving
on the edge and then sweeping
qver the center line on his way
to an 8.87, 190.27 time.

*  With a break in the weather
the second round brought the

elapsed times down. Except for

a fire accompanied by massive
oil spills by Rodalyn Nox, the
racing was fast, frantic, and
fabulous. George Johnson sent
a shock through the crowd
when he made a half sliding,

half up in the air wheelstand

and then recorded a r1ppmg
6.15, 234 mph. Shady Glenn’s
Jim Adolph driven California
flopper then made good with a
6.30. Dick Rosberg’s ‘‘Fighting
Irish’”’ looked healthy on a 6.41,
while Roy Harris’ “Brutus”
chipped in a 6.59.

Once again the Casmdy
Brothers disappointedly shut-
off early on a 6.61, 195 trek.
Flash Gordon Mineo got things
together in the second round
with a 6.66, 212 and Crazy
Jake’s out of shape 6.79, 205
and R.C. Sherman (6.92, 220)
rounded out the six second flop-
pers. The only other
noteworthy happening was the
appearance of Connecticut’s
Bill Dee and his “Noreaster.”
Though the race called for 32
floppers, there were actually
35 in attendance.

With just five minutes before
the 11 p.m. Englishtown
curfew, the four low elapsed
time winners, Johnson, Adolph,
Manzo, and Amato were called
back to the lanes. Manzo pulled
out in front of Amato at top
end, 6.88, 201 to 7.01, 197 while
Johnson waited for Adolph.
When the curfew came upon
us, Johnson singled to a 9.71,
coming through the traps with
just the chassis and the body
strewn on the grass one
hundred feet back.



%ﬁﬁny-i}ar fans in the great numbers jammed Englishitown,
rsey’s Raceway Park for the U.S. All-Pro Funny Car Cham-
pionships that raised money for Muscular Distrophy through the
7-11 store chain. It was 16 AA/FC’s and 16 BB/FC’s, with George
Johnson taking the top prize with Jim Wemett’s Ford Mustang II.
Johnson soloed when Jim Adolph couldn’t make the call with Jim
Glenn’s ‘“‘Shady Glenn® entry, and cranked out the meet’s best
clocking at 6.15, 234.37 :ph. Unfortunately, George found himself
sans body in the lights due to a blower explosion, but he was not
injured.in.the mishap. Frank Manzo’s Chevy Monza won the
BB/EC program with a final shot of 6.88, 202.24 mph, scoring over
Joe Amato’s 7.01, 199 performance with his Trans Am Firebird. -
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July 28, 1978

NHRA  SUMMERNATION-
ALS — Denny Savage, -
an of the Funny Car wars for
the last six vears, finally
vaulied intothe wimer' circle

inals
il 5 pxlotmg theChicTown

A eansm.enl performer on

‘mighty strong series of 6-teens
proved to be the winning edge
o he Phoeni, Arizonbased

Savage quaified at 6 se
conds, believe it or not only
good for the si
mw-unas ik 5
264 a 22 mph in
ing the hku ot Al Segrint
R rdo.

Tom ‘the Mongoose
icEwen's Corvette was third
2lxrzp1d6l0 23315 mph cip

quzh!y\ng John Lom-
S Rerow Tourih at 615
24064 mph followed by Ron
Colson and the Avanti-backed
“Hawailan” Chevy Monza of

torrid 6.09, 227.
Pickett's trailing 6.

b ek (anled
asainst John Lombardo,

i e
IE45 win over George.Jomson,
ni_and_Billy Meyer
waged a strange’ duel, with
Meyer geting out in front first




RACEWAY PARK, Englishtown, N.J. — The Jim Wemett Funny Car rolled to victory in the semi-final
round action at Engiishtown’s U.S. All Pro Funny Car Championships recording a time of 9.71 on a solo
pass. The run was exciting as the Ford Mustang Il-bodied entry shed its skin at quarter-track and rolled

on to the win.

Photo by Norman Blake

Jim Wemett And Ace Manzo Claim
Englishtown Funny Car Laurels

By Dave Postal

RACEWAY PARK, En -
glishtown, N.J. — A well
publicized event, the 7-11 spon-
sored U.S. All Pro Funny Car
Championships were held
amidst the constant threat of
rain coupled with breaks for in-
termittent drizzle and a rather
large time consuming oil down.
But the fans who attended this
32 funny car bonanza kept their
spirits up and were treated
with some wild happenings.

The champion of the
nitromethane burning AA /Fun-
ny Cars was the ‘‘Jim Wemett”
flopper driven by George
Johnson. After breaking right
off the line in the first round,
Johnson returned in the second
round, pulled a neat little
wheelstand and then full throt-
tled to a 6.15, 234.37 miles per

Ve e

B i

RACEWAY PARK, Englishtown, N.J. — It was

hour to grab Low Elapsed
Time and High mph of the
Meet. When second low e.t.
car, Shady Glenn, could not as-
semble for the final, Johnson
took a solo run for victory.

The last run of the evening,
Johnson pulled a ferocious
wheelstand at three quarter
track, whereupon the fiber-
glass body flew twenty feet in
the air before coming to rest on
the grass beyond the guardrail.
Meanwhile, Wemett's body-
less vehicle held on to the
road and a would-be. accident
was avoided with keen and
alert driving.

The BB alcohol-powered
Funny Cars also added to tae
day's drag racing spectacle.
Favorite Ace Manzo provided
an expected victory, elapsing
times of 7.28, 6.88 and 6.88.

a ierrlrfc exhlﬁli';un of speed

Runner-up was Joe Amato’s
beautiful Gabriel Hijacker
Monza who recorded elapsed
times of 6.91, 7.82 and 7.01 to
take the poll position.

The first round of the
nitromethane floppers was
dominated by the Shady Glenn
Dodge Aspen driven by Jimmy
Adolph, of Paramount, Califor-
nia. Adolph made the
straightest pass on the rain
sprinkled track and recorded a
6.45, 184.04. Bruce Larson hurt
some parts with his USA-1
Monza on a 6.62, 217.39 trip,
that put him out of commission |
for the rest of the day. The
same was true of the third low |
e.t. car driven by Long Island’s
Harlan Thompson. After a 6.63,
208 mph trip, the car just could
not be put back in shape. Larry

_ {Continued on Page 33)

- o

at the US Al

Jﬁru Fm;ny Car

champlonships as over 50 machines were entered in the AA and BB/Funny Car action. The capacity |
. crowd was treated to a full day of racing with the top awards going to the Jim Wemett machine in the AA
category and while the BB/Funny Car award fell to the Ace Manzo machine. Photo by Norman Blake
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‘mph_shot turned_in by Al
Segrini and Fred Castronovo's

Empire . . .
by hitting a Low ET. 614,
sloppin the Moses macine ot

her Milodon-powered entry.
e e e / e

‘The
felose_will

ing to Jim Wemet!.

O e s fials began Gth
annv Car action with Poncho Prock going 9.90 for a win

Monza, taking the K-Btoa6.44, Couldn't leave the line.
e e Kp bt Wl el
defending Division 1 Cham- &rour lerman, 6.82, 190.27

pions, the Cassidy Brothers, mph to 7.75, 191 47 mph.
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“Brutus” 78 Mustang T1 at
671, 22113 over the 691, 173



Tp
Dragway packed the stands
this week as the Jim Wemett
Funny Car, the ‘‘USA-1”
machine of Bruce Johnson, the
“Brutus’’ Ford Mustang of Roy
Harris and the “Trojan Horse”
of Larry Fullerton faced off in
a fine exhibition of speed.
First up it was the Jim Oddy
BB/Altered Roadster facing
the Jim Wemett machine with
the rppadster taking its han-
diczp to! the bank over the
wheelstanding Funny Car.

The round. ‘er ~with a
bang when Jack Ehrmantraut
pulled ~his “Bandit’’
wheelstander te the line op-
posite George Johnson, at the
held of ‘‘Jim Wemett’s” funny
car. Johnson motored to a 6.93,
192.30, while the ‘‘Bandit”
wheelstood through the lights
at 10.36. The crowd just went
insane and gave the spec-
tacular show,a long standmg
ovation. . '
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FUNNY CAR

Tom Prock kicked off the
Funny Car action with Poncho
Rendon’s ‘‘Detroit Tiger”
Monza, taking the K-B to a 6.44,
213.27 mph and stopping the
defending Division 1 Cham-
pions, the Cassidy Brothers,
and their Donovan-powered '77
Monza at 6.77, 189.48 mph.

Roy Harris got the next win
with the Pennsylvania-based
“Brutus’’ '78 Mustang II at
6.71, 221.13 over the 6.91, 174

mph shot turned in b)} Al
Segrini and Fred Castronovo’s
Custom Body Arrow.

Bruce Larson then began his
march to victory with his
‘“USA-1" °78 Monza, pushing
his K-B to a smokey 7.23, 200.89
mph conquest of the Rodalyn
Knox-driven 78 Olds Starfire,
who went 7.67, 204.08 mph with
her Milodon-powered entry.

The round then came to a
close with popular R.C.
Sherman going 7.80 on a single
with his new Arrow, while
George Johnson sat on the line
with a broken Mustang belong-
ing to Jim Wemett. ‘

The semi-finals began with
Prock going 9.90 for a win
because Harris had trouble and

_ couldn’t leave the line. This

was followed by Larson getting
around Sherman, 6.82, 190.27
mph to 7.75, 191.47 mph.

The final was another one of
those races as Larson hit 6.68,
215.31 mph for the win and
Prock settled for the runner-up
spot with a slowing 9.61 at only
85 mph.




A close competition e
Funny Car Eliminator title
started off with the race
between the '78 Plymouth Ar-
row of Billy Meyer, of Waco,
Tex., and the Rick Johnson-
driven ’78 Mustang II, from
White Bear Lake, Minn.
Johnson turned in a losing time
of 7.122, 192.30 mph to the stel-
lar performance of Meyer at
6.544, 209.79 mph.

The second pairing brought
the Mustang II of Roy Harris,
from Drexel Hill, Pa., to the
line against the ‘‘Hawaiian’’ '78
Chevy Monza driven by Ron
Colson, from Addison, Ill.
Colson’s machine broke before
staging and it appeared that
Harris would have an easy run.
However, Harris's car also
broke before staging and the
match was cancelled.

The third scheduled pairing
was the custom body ’'78
Plymouth Arrow driven by Al
Segrini and owned by Fred
Castronova, from Utica, N.Y.,
and the 78 Pontiac Trans-Am
driven by Dick Rosberg, of
Gross Lake, Michigan.
Rosberg had trouble during the
run and shut-off to give the win
to Segrini with a 6.767, 212.26
mph.

In a comedy of errors, the '76
Chevy Monza of Frank Man-
cuso beat the '77 Ford of
George Johnson by defaulting
fewer times during the course

“(t)fhe the round. Botl;.;cl‘grs._c;pssefgg.
he center line but Johnsonwas
ﬂle%ﬁ [ e |

offender

s EEE R T
Charged with the crime. Man-
cuso also crossed the line in his
Mt. Vernon, N.Y. entry, but
then sped to an 8.72, 96.98 mph
clocking. Johnson broke his
machine during the run and

‘his bags for Macedon,
= = ﬁ

* Meyer t ye run when
theylfeakage incurred in round
one left him no opponent.

The second pairing of the
semi-finals found Segrini not
challenged as the Mancuso
broke and lost to the
“mph timing of

ound found some
with the Segrini

machine taking the win when
Meyer lost with a quicker time’
of 6.555, 227.84 mph for the Top
Speed of the Meet to the 6.56,
222.22 mph for Segrini. Meyer
was also the winner of the Low




Strong Funny Car S

il o

At New Engiand Track

By Don Roberts :

NEW ENGLAND DRAG-
WAY, Epping, N.-H. — Funny
Car action returned to the New
England Dragway this week
along with the first side by side
wheelstand competition of
1978.

The wheelstand match was®
short-lived as George Ferber
experienced mechanical dif-
ficulties in round one.
However, Bill Golden and the
““Little Red Wagon performed
flawlessly and established a
new record for wheelstanders
at 10.11.

Funny Car action saw
George Johnson, at the wheel
of the Ford Mustang of Jim
Wemett,” open the day’s racing
w1th a souu:l 6.62, 213.00 mph

_ Qw.i .f;mmgg ]
s “Country

Lot

'Girl” which shut-off with prob-
lems. Up next were the “‘Bos-
ton Strangler”” and Bill Dee’s
“Noreaster’” with the latter
losing at 9.16, 90 mph.
. Jimmy King and Peter Hill
ﬁne to the line next with the
going to Hill at 6.91, 205
“mph to the 7.15, 181 mph of
King. Tim Kushi’s “Yankee
Sizzler’’ finished out round one
action with a 6.63, 223 mph for
the Top Speed of the Meet.
Round two action started off
with Pete Hill dropping
“‘Boston Strangler’”’ entry of
Arnie Karp, 6.90, 197 to 7.38, 199
mph. Everyone enjoyed the
next match as Rodalyn Knox
dueled with King wire to wire
with the win going to King with

_a clocking of 6.84, 188.

TG

- The fmal saw Wemett and



, NORTH HOLLYWOOD, Calit, — A 197 survey compiled

JD Power and ASsociafes, a Los Angeles-based
markelmg research company, has o gt
of the consumer buying power of the average drag racing

n

he survey ascertained that 90 percent of all spectators
and contestants involved in National Hot Rod Association
drag racing are under 3 years o age with the majority (66
percent) in the 19-30 age group.

e median age of the average enthuslast is 279 years
and his median family income is
Teporting annual family income in excess of §20,000.

fore than 80 percent of the 1,000 respondents to the sur-

Yo el i bopi poeritnagh the s ot
one or

Most fans under 35, survey

A 1978 SURVEY compiled by J.0 Powerand
marketing
ew evidence

i survey ascrtined that 90 per cant
of sl spctaors snd contestans nvaed in
National Hot Rod

Roebuck and Co- (54 prcent), Master C per
VISA (42 percent) and American Express (12 percent).
Although 98 percent of those responding (o the survey

o 18 strong tesimony o the (act that the

male-female ratio at each event is 7

‘Gccupations range from. college professors, students,
machinests, doctors, ariine plots. physIciss, Rousewives,
stock brokers, ﬂrusls and teachers to sefvice station
mechanics, plumbers, upholsterers, _truck

drivers, oofers, shipping clerks, drafismen, speed shop
wners, car d hers, insurance. ad-

& justers, policemen, marketing researchers, exccutives,

2 firemen and, of course, professional racer

= More than half of those surveyed (57 percent) were mar-
sied, 71 percent owned their own home and 47 percent

=
=_§
&
=

mpaslte lnn is motivated by his exposure to drag
racing and has always been considered a 1 prime consun
SIIRE Varicas prosucts ciosey Mermtiod wih

Sich as spabk plogs ires, otar ol and additives, lenibon
systems, wheels, filters, camshafts and cars themselves
( Least one new vehicle in the year

— Netional DRAGSTER—

However, in the modern era, he — or she — is also at-
tracted to non-automotive products promoted through the
§sport — toys. soft drinks, clothing, foad, cosmetics tobac-
&35, swiniing pool accessories, skis and hundreds

'age 2

under 35 years e of e i e ry (65
per cent)in the 19.30 age

plumbers, uphoisteres, truck
S ot iping ek, defumen,

. dentists,
e e e
marketing researchers, exccutives, firemen
nd,of cours, profesionsl racers.

‘More than hlf of those surveyed (57 per

ticts:Nine ot of every 10 (3 v

e median age of the
is 278 yeas

and his median family income

on' the family cars and 75 per cent spend
more than $500 & year on atermarkst
prodsc

e compoie i 14 moiaied by s
e e

nd cans ther
Souch o I cos ew el e e
prceing the ey

in the moden era, he—ot she—

drinks, clthing, food, cosmetics, tobaco,

o ke o s tatln spbrio,



NHRA GATORNATIONALS
— Van Nuys, California’s Dale
Pulde, veteran pilot of the
beautiful “War Eagle” Trans
Am Pontiac Firebird, made
good his bid for his first NHRA
national event “Oscar’ in
spectacular fashion by
recording the best elapsed time
in each round of racing,
beating highly-favored Don
Prudhomme in the semi’s, set-
ting Top Speed of the Meet and
finally winning the coveted ti-
tle over rival Billy Meyer.
Pulde, a former F'/C runner-up
at the 71 U.S. Nationals and '72
Winternationals, and
partner/crewchief Mike Ham-
by had all the right in the world
to be proud of their triumph, as
consistency paid off handseme-
ly.
Pulde, the current Funny Car
National Record holder in the
speed department (245.33 mph)
and sixth place finisher in the
Winston points standings from
1977, reeled off times of 6.29
(qualifying), 6.35, 6.37,6.37 and
finally a 6.42, 234.37 to cover
Meyer’s valiant try of 6.52,
213.77 with his new Agqua-slide
& Dive-backed Plymouth Ar-
row. Dzale garnered Top Speed
honors with a qualifying blast
of 241.93 mph.

For Meyer, twice a runner-
up in ‘77 and winner at the Fal-
Inationals for a third place
finish in the Winston Funny Car
points chase, it was a superb
debut for his brand new Waco,
Texas-based Arrow. Billy
qualified with a solid 6.36,
235.60 (sixth), and went on to
top defending champion Gordie
Bonin in the semi’s (Bonin
couldn’t fire due to a faulty
mag wire) prior to losing the ti-
tle bout.

Low E.T. honors fell to
three-time Funny Car World
Champion Don ‘‘the Snake”
Prudhémme, as he belted out a
fine 6.23 clocking during
qualifying.” But just as it was
during the '77 Gators,
Prudhemme howed out in the
semi-final round. It wasn't due
to the flu this time, however,
as “‘the Snake’’ lost lane choice
after round one and he never

got it back again. He later
commented, I just plain got
outrun.” Prudhomme was talk-
ing about his 6.37 to 6.54 loss
to Pulde in that all-important
semi’s showdown.

Looking into the qualifying,
Prudhomme’s 6.23 meet’s best
at 238.09 mph led the way while
North Hollywood, Calif.’s John
Lombardo clicked off a 6.25,
236.22, with his Plymouth Ar-
row for the second slot. Pulde
bagged the third spot at 6.29,
241.93, while defending cham-
pion Gordie Bonin placed the
Pacemaker/Bubbble-Up ontiac
Firebird in the fourth position
at 6.30, 238.72 mph. Gary
Burgin's ‘‘Orange Baron’
Chevy Monza slid into the fifth
spot at 6.32, 234.37, and Meyer
followed with a 6.36, 235.60. The
Phoenix, Arizona-based Johnny
Loper Arrow, with Tripp
Shumake aboard, nailed down
the seventh slot at 6.37, 237.46,
while Denny Savage rounded
out the top eight with a solid
6.37, 216.3¢ mph performance
from the Dr. Pepper-backed
John Powers’ Chevy Camaro
out of Phoenix. 3

Tom Anderson, at the wheel
of the Calif.-based ‘‘Speed
Racer’’ Chevy Vega, sat in the
ninth position via a 6.41, 221.67
mph effort. Tim Kusi’s 77
Chevy Monza was tenth at 6.44;
Tom Hoover’s brand new
Corvefte hit a 6.47 for the
eleventh spot; Tom Prock’s
Chevy Monza was twelfth at

' 6.48; George Johnson was

thirteenth with Jim Wem-
met’s 77 Mustang II at 6.56;
and Pat Foster clicked off a
6.60 with Joe Pisano’s Pontiac
Firebird for the fourteenth
position. The field was rounded
out by Ed McCulloch's new
American Home Shield-
sponsored ‘78 Arrow at 6.64 and
Shirl Greer’s sleek new '78
Trans Am Firebird at 6.667,
205.09 mph.

Just missing the 16-car field!
by a mere .001 was Ron Colson
and the Avanti-backed Roland
Leong ‘‘Hawaiian’’ Chevy
Monza at 6.668, 222.77 mph. The
alternate list also included

“wire race, 6.42, 222.22 to 6.66

Dennis &ussell's Chevy Vega
(6.71), _Al Hanna’s “Eastern
Raider” ‘Mustang II (6.79) and
Ezra Boggs' ‘‘Moby Dick™
Corvette (7.03).

One harrowing incident oc-
curred in Funny Car qualify-
ing, s Frank Mancuso lost
cor* 1 of his Mt. Vernon, New
York-based* Travel Agent™ ‘77
Chevy Monza right off the line
and ended up relling over the
guard rail right by the photog
area. The mount was severely
damaged, but Mancuso came
out of the wild incident withou:
a scratch.

Sunday’s final eliminations
started off with eventual cham-
pion Dale Pulde easily handling
Tom Hoover’s Corvette. as
Hoover lost traction and sh
off to an 11.29, 72.87 wh
Pulde marched to an impres-
sive 6.350 at 224 43 mph
Prudhomme, seemingly with
little cluteh in his Arrow, still
managed to edge out Tom
Anderson’'s '78 Chevy V
6.52, 22113 to 6.81 at 202
mph. Gary Burgin then nipp
George Johnson in a wire-

220.58, whife Shirl Greer nearly
matehed Pulde’s performance
with a 6.359, 230.76 victory over
Denny Savage’s slowing 7.55 at
134.73 mph.

Gordie Boniz and Tom Prock
locked heads in a super tight
contest as racing continued.
and it was Bonin’s Firebird
there first at 6.43, 233.76 o
Prock’s close losing time of
6.46, 226.70 with the Gratiot
Auto-backed “Detroit Tig
Chevy Monza. Tripp Shum
advanced Loper’s Arrow wi
solid 6.40, 232.55 mph in topp
Ed McCulloch’s troubled p
of 13.40, 58:52 mph. Tim Kus:
also looked strong with a fine
6.47, 223,32, which upset
number two qualifier John
Lombardo. John blazed the
tires and posted a sub-par 6.93,
205.47 in a losing cause. The
round ended with yet another
close match, as Billy Mever
just did get by Pat Foster in 2
tight 6.37, 231.95 to 6.39, 230.75
mph contest.




Burgin had lane choice over
Prudhomme in the second
round, but he fell to traction

problems in the right lane |

while ‘‘the Snake”’ hazed the

tires himself — still winning

with a 6.42, 232.55 to Gary’s 6.71

at 201.34 mph. Bonin and Greer

had themselves one heck of a

race, with Bonin getting there

first with no elapsed time

recorded and a speed of 234.37

mph. Greer’'s new Firebird hit
a second best 6.43, 222.22, so
you know Gordie had a stout:
run. In yet another wild clash,
Pulde nipped longtime friend

and performance rival Tripp
Shumake, 6.37, 234.37 to a close
losing 6.44. Meyer ended round

two with a shakey 6.91, 192.71

as Tim Kusi lost traction and

slowed to a 13.51 at just 55.76
mph. ;

-~ The superb semi-final round
‘pairings matched Puli#
“against Prudhomme whllhe

Meyer was up against Bonin.
Prior to the two races, many
track-side observers well ex-
pected a Prudhomme versus
Bonin final round. Obviously
they failed to talk with Pulde
and Meyer. As earlier men-
tioned, Pulde had little trouble
putting away ‘‘the Snake’ after
his Arrow began to smoke the
tires not far off the line. Dale
pounded out a winning 6.37 at
236.84 mph, while Don
recovered and made quite a
race of it with a losing 6.54,
212.76 mph. Meyer, who had
trouble in round two when an
oil leak apparently developed,
was making his burn-out as
crewchief Jerry Verhauel was
frantically trying to fire
Bonin’s Firebird. Magneto
problems seemed to be the
culprit, and so Gordie had to sit
in his potent' mount much the
same way Meyer had to do in
the final round at the 77 Sum-
mernationals. This time,
however, Billy was taking the
solo shot at 9.32, 91.19 mph.

It was one heck of a race the
full 1320 feet in the final round,
as both Pulde and Meyer hazed
the tires in the mid-range but
recovered quickly. Not a whole
lot of space separated the two
veterans at the finish line, with
Pulde’s 6.42, 234.37 mph effort
getting the win light compared
to Billy’s valiant try of 6.52 at
213.77 mph.
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Sprmg All-Pro Series Funny Car crown. Burgin won the close maich with a 6.48;2
!eakﬁgﬁmﬁi#amrmf the car, while Johnson hu a fine 6.53, 218.97. Johnscn-had e

WAY,
Grove Dragway’s eighth an-
nual Spring All-Pro Series has
thus far produced three of the
most exciting springtime
events yet presented at the
Pennsylvania facility. The
‘third portion of the four race
series featured eight AA/Fun-
ny Cars, sponsored by the
Moly-Fleet 1 line of automotive
lubricants, in addition to the
first of seven events in Maple
Grove’s money Trail Super
Sportsman Series. :

Gary Burgin withstood the
determined challenge of
George Johnson to win the Fun-
ny Car title, while Peter Gal-
len, Ross Gerken, Jim Morgan,
and Mike Smith swept
Sportsman honors.

Bruce Larson and Bob
Beaulieu were first to test the
hard biting *Grove asphalt, and
though both were down on
power, a great side-by-side
race saw Larson’s 6.84, 201.34
nip the “No’Easter’s & 6.83,

192.30. Next up were Goerge
Johnson in Jim Wemett’s Ford
Mustang and Roy Harris’
“Brutus’’

Mustang. Their en-
delayed when H é?
sed.a blovier pelt.

fohnton, Pa. — Maplé

..he. masfe

ohnton,

'Johnson was shut- off Whlle

Harris was towed off the track.
In the meantime, Gary Burgin
fired to take on Bill Leavitt’s
inveterate ‘‘Quickie Too”
Mustang. In a wheel-to-wheel
duel, Burgin’s 6.52, 201.79
prevailed over Leavitt’s 6.59,
196.07. Dodger Glenn then pit-
ted his “‘Frantic Ford” against
the “Detroit Tiger”’ of Tom
Prock and Poncho Rendon. At
the green, Glenn powered to a
straight and true 6.46, 217.91
while Prock’s mount slowly
climbed skyward, breaking the
wheelie bars in the process.
Another victim of the bite,
Prock bounced back to the
asphalt and shut-off.

By this time, Harris and
crew had replaced their broken
belt and Johnson had refueled.
Though officials gave the race
to Johnson on the technicality
that he’d have already singled
for the win had not Harris step-
ped in the middle of the track,
you’d have never known it from
the stands. Exhibiting unreal
horsepower, Johnson was the
only driver able to break trac-
tion, and ;
run, abg

z SR i
 hitting Low.E.T. at 6.29, 207.85
over Harris’ 6.47,
Johnson would have run faster
to boot, had the blower belt not
come off before the lights. The
run was Johnson'’s best ever.

In the second round, Burgin
defeated Larson, 6.48, 201.79 to
an improved 6.63, 217.91, while
Glenn was unable to fire
against Johnson, a victim of
fuel pump failure.

The huge crowd anxiously
awaited the final, wondering if
Johnson and Wemett could

216.86.

duplicate their first round.

showing against Burgin’s
Chevy Monza. Both fired,
sounding loaded to the brim.
Johnson’s mount began to sput-
ter amidst his burn-out as a
rotor broke. Just when it ap-
peared Burgin would receive a
solo, he too lost fire. Both
crews thrashed, aware that an
immediate restart would mean
an automatic final round
single. When it became ap-
parent that both crews needed
some time, track officials al-
lotted each crew fifteen
minutes. It all worked out in
the long run, as Burgm S 6.48,
ph - effort

|
.
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MAPLE GROVE DRAGWAY, Mohnton, Pa. — George Johnson enjoyed a successful venture with the Jim
Wemett Ford Mustang Il during Maple Grove’s Spring All-Pro Series Funny Car event. Johnson posted
both kow E.T. and Top Speed of the Meet at 6.29, 218.97 mph and also ended up in merhnne;-m spot
behind Gary Burgdn: & >id diiw  18vo siiioog oleoial) wwad 1 82 .21 S0 photo by Harold Hoch
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Haight, Mancuso & Lombardo
Top Mapie Grove Winsion Go

MAPLE GROVE DRAG:
WAY, NHRA Winston Series —
Division- 1 completed its 4th
NHRA Winston Series event of
the '78 season this past
weekend ‘at Maple Grove
Dragway, Mohnton, Penn-
sylvania, and it was Howard
Haight, - Frank Mancuso “and
Larry Lombardo sweeping the
Pro titles. In the Sportsman
ranks, Jeff Rapp, Bobby Cross,
Robin McCardell, George
Cureton and W-A. Lee
domiinated - their respective
calegories.

On-a sad-note, Funny Car
veteran Dodger Glenn was

~Tatally injured when his “Fran-
tic Ford" entry went out of
centrol at the top-end and
crashed during the semi-final
round. 4 bad fire erupted after

Dodger set Low E.T. at .40 se-

conds, and he hit the guardrail

past the finish line. He suc-
cumbed to multiple injuries the
next day.

Howard Haight, wheeling the
potent “‘Heml Hunter’' Chevy,
beat a red-lighting Hank
Endres in the Top Fuel final
round, Endres, who had earlier
set Gow E.T. of the Meet at 6.14
seconds, slowed to a 15.61, 40.52
as did Haight al a winning
12.89, 46.17 mph. Top Speed of
the Meet belonged to Charles
Greer at 234.37 mph.

T'rank Mancuso, piloting the
“Travel Agent” Chevy Monza,
sotoed tor Funny Car honors ai
13.27, 86.66 mph. George

fmson set Top Speed with
‘emett's Forci '\/Iustang g08
at 223:32°“mph.

Larry L\)\T\hdl’ﬂD aH bot
lacked up. the Bivision I Pro
Stock crown for Bill “Grum-
py'=denkins, as he used a hole-
shot {o defeat points rival Lee
Shepherd ina wild final round.
Lembarde recorded a winning
$.76; 154:63 mph pass with the
Malvern;, Pa.-based Chevy
Monza, while Shepherd’s

Texas-based Chevy Camaro
was slightly quicker at 8.72,
153.58 mph. Larry also set Top
Speed -of the Meet at 158.25
raph, while Shepherd had the

.meet's besi elapsed time at

8.62 seconds.

It was a baitle of AA/DA’s In
Pro Comp Eliminator, with
New Jersey's Jeff Happ wheel-
ing his Donovan-powered entry
past Dale Hall's Connectieut-
based small-block Chevy entry -
In a super tight contest, Rapp
won at 6.836, 104:80 mph to an
identical, but listing 6.896 at
201.34 mph.

Yet another Texas-based
racer did well at Maple Grove,
as recent Summernationals
Champlion Bobby Cross stayed
over a week and ended up winn-
ing in Cempetition Eliminator
with his C/Econe Dragster.
Cross ripped off a final round
effort of 8.75, 150.50 to overtake
Dennis Ferrara's 9.45, 138.91
mph second best charge with
his B/Econo Altered “Chevy
Yega

West Chesler, Pa.’s Rohin
McCardell won his first '78
WWCS Modified title with his
E/MP 67 Chevy Camaro. M-
Cardell defeated veleran Phil-
lip Pyle in the final round, as
his 10.46, 128.38 mph clocking
stopped Pyle’s breaking 18.05,
100.52 mph " effort with his
F/MP ‘67 Chevy Camaro.

Newark, Delaware’'s George
Cureton piloted his $8/LA 66
Chevy II into the Super Stock
winner’s eirele, as he held off
Frank -Markward's S8/L
Chevy 11 in a wild. title bout,
11.85, 101.80 toa Iosmg 11:63 at
113.78 mph.

W.A Lee's M/Stock
Automatic '69 Chevelle

- prevailed in Stock Eliminator
-over veteran Ronnie Sirianni

and his E/Stock '88 Chevy
Camaro, 13.24, 100.67 to 11 86,
113.92 mph;

66 |
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Maple Grove Dragway completed the Funny Car portion of its
All-Pro Series this weekend, as well as the opener of its Money
Trail Series for Sportsman racers. In the Moly-Fleet-sponsored
Funny Car show, Gary Burgin, of Stanton, Calif., took the honors
with his Monza by defeating George Johnson and Jim Wemett’s
Mustang in the final, 6.48, 210.77 mph to 6.59, 218.97 mph.
Johnson’s speed was the top for the event, while his earlier 6.29
was Low E.T. for the day. The final was delayed when both cars
had trouble firing. Then, 15 minutes later, they were able to light
the engines and run off the race. In the Sportsman action, Pete
Gallen beat Don Burns for the Comp. honors, hitting 7.68, 172.41
mph in the “Poverty Striken’’ A/Altered to cover the A/D. Gallen
beat Dennis Ferrara in the first round. Meanwhile, Modified
Eliminator glory was going to Gatornationals winner Ross
Gerken and his F/Gasser at 9.86, 138.24 mph over John Bozarth’s
G/MP entry, which had stopped Larry Kopp in an earlier round.
Super Stock honors went to Jim Morgan over U.S. Nationals win-
ner Joe Scott, the winning SS/GA hitting 10.80, 122.61 to stop the
SS/KA, while, finally, Mike Smith Took a big win in Stock
Eliminator by stopping Kevin Fogerty P/Stock machine with a
D/SA clocking of 11.97, 102.73 mph. o R S S




FUNNY CAR

1. D e
Granada Hils, Callt. ... 13713
2. Tom MeEwen
Fountain Valley, Calf. ... 8920
3. Bily Meyer

Frankin, P

7. Jonn Lombara:
North Hollywood, Cai. . 6,588

6507
787
557

so7
- aase
4308
as68

Granada Hil.Cat..... 747
3620
. 3505

3475

3448

21, Wike Miler

SN

o ProfGance, B

2436
323
325
az0r
2050
299
2830
2672

2682

- 2621

2431
2418
2413

- 2221

2220

2214

%

Top 50 1978 Professional Points Scorers

Ken Bernstein

Gordon
Rockwal Texas

2,157
208
208
2015

- 1850

1a12
1620
1812

- 1611

1607



NHRA MOLSON' GRAND-._ as
NATIONAL — Don Prudhom-
me again demonstrated the
simply awesome performance
that has put him in the driver’s
seat for his fourth Winston
World Champicnship in a row.
Hitting a 6.04, 237.46 mph pace,
the Granada Hills, California
veteran dominated an
otherwise strong field of cars
to take his 18th win in his last
.28 starts over a span of four
years.

Prudhomme met and
defeated arch-rival Gary
Burgin, of Stanton, Calif,, in
the final. Burgin had deprwed
Prudhomme of the coveted
U.S. Nationals title in 1976 and
ever since ‘‘the Snake’ has
reveled in defeating the
“Orange Baron’’ Monza.

Things looked good for
Prudhomme right from the
very outset, as he hit 6.05,
233.16 mph in qualifying to lead
the field. Behind him was
George Johnson, in Jim
Wemett’'s New York-based
Mustang II, with a fine 6.18,
230.76 mph, while the third spot
went to Tom Hoover’s
beautiful Corvette, out of
Minn., at 6.20, 228.42 mph.
Burgin put his Monza in the
fourth spot with an ‘“‘easy”’
6.21, 228.42 mph.

The second half of the eighth-
car program was headed by
Billy Meyer and his Aqua-Slide
‘N Dive Arrow at 6.22, 234.98
mph, followed by Al Segrini
and the Custom Body Arrow of
Fred Castronovo at 6.24, 229.00
mph. Tom McEwen was the
seventh quickest qualifier at
6.27, 226.13 with his Fountain
Valley, Calif. Corvette, while
Tom Anderson was on the bub-
ble with Mike Kase’s ““Speed
“Racer” Vega at 6.29, 225.56
mph.

After putting the ‘‘Speed
Racer” machine in the shoe,
Anderson came to the line to
try and better his position and
get away from the unenviable
task of meeting Burgin in
round one. In so doing, the
sleek black and silver Vega
blew an engine and left several
parts laying on the track about
10 yards off the line. It spelled
the end of the event for
Anderson, but opened the door
for Kenny Bernstein’s
-beantifil new “Chelsea Kngg’f‘

ﬁ% the fmgt alte“i:rnate Bems—
tein had clocked 6.39, 230.78
mph for the honor of taking
Anderson’s spot.

The first race of the first
round brought together two of
the prettiest machines in the
country, as Tom McEwen
faced off with Tom Hoover in
an all-Corvette battle.
McEwen had to merely roll
through for the win as Hoover
lost on a red -light, but ‘“‘the
Mongoose’’ still went 6.23,
225.56 mph for the win, while
Hoover hit 6.41, 229.59 mph for
the loss with his Minn.-based
machine.

Burgin grabbed the next win
at 6.23, also hitting 227.27 mph
to stop the upset ideas of Kenny
Bernstein, whose Texas-hased
machine rolled through at 8.59.
This was followed by George
Johnson’s 6.26, 228.42 mph shot
with Wemett’s Ford Mustang
II to stop Segrini at 6.49, 225.00
mph. Johnson won the battle
but lost the war, however, as
he blew the engine on the New
York-based entry and was
through for the day.

Round one came to a
sereeching halt when Don
Prudhomme laid down a
perfectly straight 6.08 at 236.22
mph shot, while Billy Meyer
tried gallantly to catch him at
6.34, 23437 mph. The race
_served notice to everyone thall
‘‘the Snake’ was not going to
be beaten easily.

Semi-final round action
began with Burgin trying to get
some more performance out of
his Monza on a single caused by
Johnson’s absence. Burgin hit a
good 6.20, 227.84 mph, but still
had to find more if he was to
mateh the performance of
Prudhomme.

Any doubt of what Burgin
was up against in the final was

“erased when Prudhomme hit

the Low E.T. of the Meet at
6.04, 228.42 mph in defeating his

long-time rival Tom McEwen,

who ripped off a 6.31, 22443
mph losing effort with his
strong Corvette.

In the final, Prudhomme hit
his fourth straight 6.0 by going
6.08, 237.46 mph for the Top
Speed honors, making it a
clean sweep for the Army Cam
2 Arrow. Burgin tried but had
trouble holding the track and
went tora 6.47, 229.59 mph

; i ~_runner-up shot thatﬁtﬂ} had to
 Arrow to be placed in'the show' please the

veteran driver..

P




"Tom ‘‘the Mongoose’’
McEwen's Corvette was third
at a rapid 6.10, 233.16 mph clip.

The quick times continued in
qualifying, with John Lom-
bardo’s Arrow fourth at 6.12,
240.64 mph followed by Ron
Colson and the Avanti-backed
‘“‘Hawaiian”” Chevy Monza of
Roland Leong at 6.13, 238.84
mph. Savage was sixth at 6.13,
230.76, while McCulloch was
next in line with a 6.14, 236.22
mph effort. Gary Burgin’s
Chevy Monza was eighth at
6.16, 234.37 mph, and the Tom
Anderson-driven ‘‘Speed
Racer’” Chevy Vega was ninth

. at a career best of 6.17, 230.76

. e SRR fxesemme mph. The Custom Body

NHEA MOLSON GRANDNATIONAL — The Jim Wemett Mustang had a very good event, as driver Plymouth Arrow of Fred

George Johnson (far right) took the potent machine to a 6.18, 232.76 mph qualifying blast, beat Al Castronovo, with Al Segrini at

Segrini in round one and then had trouble stop them before they could meet Gary Burgin in the semi- the wheal |:1ai1e J dovn tie 10tk

finals. Here car owner Wemeit does the fuel mixing, while crewchief Bert Grunseth prepares fo replace ot 2 6 '19 521105 mohiwhile

some plugs and then talks to driver Johnson before the first round. Gpene Sn(;w’,s P]-ymou{)h 2 o

FUNNY CAR

Jim Wemett’s Ford Mustang
11, with George Johnson at the
wheel, carded the best Funny

! Car qualifying time at 6.21,
216.86 mph for Low E.T. of the
Meet in the flopper division.

' Tom Anderson was second at
6.43, 218.97 with Mike Kase's
‘“Speed Racer” Chevy Vega,
while Dick Rosberg hit a 6.48
for third.

Paul Radici, who qualified
with a 6.55, upset George
Johnson in the first round via a
hole-shot as he hit a 6.38, 219.51

i to cover Johnson’s better 6.33,
226.10 (Top Speed) mph blast.
Rosberg’s ‘‘Fighting Irish™
entry then took out dennis Rus-
sell’s wheelstanding mount
with a solid 6.39, 220.04, and
Tom Anderson decisioned Murf
McKinney’s Chevy Monza, 6.46
to 6.91. The round ended with
Larry Fullerton upsetting Dale
Pulde’'s “War Eagle” Trans
Am Firebird, 6.75 to a slightly
better 6.72.

Dick Rosberg’s Pontiac
Firebird Trans Am broke in the
semi’s, allowing the Radici &
Wise Vega to solo at 14.48 se-
conds. Tom Anderson then got
all out of shape and up on two
wheels, and did a masterful job
of driving the car to a safe halt
while Larry Fullerton’s Ford
Mustang IT slid into the final
round at 12.14 seconds.

{  Fullerton’s “Trojan Horse”

' had problems during the title
bout ‘and slowed to a 14.96,
47.14, which sent Paul Radici
into the winner’s circle with a
6.64, 204.08 mph effort.

rounded out the 6-teen
qualifiers at 6.19, 233.11.

Tom Hoover’s rebuilt
Corvette clicked off a fine 6.21,
234.98 mph for the 12th posi-
tion, and Texas’ Kenny Berns-
tein belted out a 6.21, 231.36
with his new Arrow for spot
number 13. George Johnson put

© Jim Wemmet's Ford Mustang

II in the show at 6.24, 231.36,
Bob Pickett’s =S
Marines/Western Wheel Olds
Starfire carded a 6.28, 225.56
and Gordie Bonin sat on the
bump spot at 6.30, 234.37 mph
with the Pacemaker/Bubble
Up Trans Am Firebird.
Raymond Beadle failed to

- qualify for the second straight

Low E.T. and Top Speed of
the Meet belonged to Don “‘the
Snake’’ Prudhomme’s
awesome Army-backed
Plymouth Arrow, which carded
a stunning 6.02, 241.93 mph ef-
fort in qualifying. ““The Snake”
‘went on to record a 6.13 and a
second round 6.17, only to lose
a close decision to “Hawaiian”’
pilot Ron Colson on a hole-shot.
Billy Meyer’s Plymouth Arrow
dipped to a 6.06, 236.84 for the
second spot in qualifying, while

NHRA event, as he could only
muster a first alternate spot at
6.35, 230.17 mph with the ‘‘Blue
Max’’ Arrow. Tim Kushi was
next on the alternate list at
6.40, 225.00 with his Chevy
Monza, followed by Tommy
Ivo’s Arrow at 6.41, 229.00 mph,
the “Travel Agent”” Monza of
Frank Manciso (6.41) and John
Collins’ Pioneer Stereo Trans
Am Firebird (6.42).

The first round started off
with McCulloch belting out a
torrid 6.09, 227.84 to cover Bob
Pickett’s trailing 6.49 at 227.27
mph. Tom Hoover fouled
against John Lombardo, 8.35 to
6.30, and Denny Savage began
his march with an easy 6.40 to
14.46 win over George Johnson.
Al Segrini and Billy Meyer
waged a strange duel, with
Meyer getting out in front first

(Continued on Page 33)
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 DRAGWAY, ° The third

York Pa. — The Eighth An-
nual Funny Car Nationals were
greeted by beautiful weather
and balmy temperatures as the
excitement roared into action
and the field of 32 Funny Cars
arrived at the track.

The 15,000 plus spectators on
hand for the event were ex-
huberant when the first round
| of feature cars appeared in
" their full glory for the
scheduled 6:30 p.m. perfor-
mance. Leading the parade
was the “‘Jungle Jim™’
Memorial Funny Car, followed
by the new entry of Tom Ivo.

The AA/Funny Car competi-
tion got underway with Rick
Johnson and the ‘‘Beartown
Shaker’” defeating Rodlyn
Knox and the ‘‘Country Girl,"”
7.19 to 7.29. The second pairing
gave the win to the “'Fighting
Irish”" car of Dick Rosberg,
| defeating the entry of Jake

IC‘?'!‘“’%,.p Lo

Jaa_w ‘Roy
‘Harris” “Brutus” snatch the
win from Larry Coogle’s
““Freedom Machine’’; Harris
wheeling and dealing a 7.16 to
Coogle’s 7.35. The fourth pair-
ing in the first round enabled
Paul Smith and the “Enter-
tainer’’ to win over Larry
Gould, as Smith ran a 7.08 to
Gould’s 7.19.

The fifth set was a battle
between “TV Tommy"’ Ivo and
the “Jungle Jim"” Memorial
car driven by Carl Ruth. The
Ruth car had difficulty right
off the line running an 8.51 to
the Ivo pass of 6.99. The sixth
pairing was between Frank
Oglesby’s ‘‘Quarterhorse,”
who recorded an 8.35, and the
breaking Jim Wemett entry
driven by George Johnson.

The seventh pairing saw Tim
Kushi, in the ‘“Yankee Sizzler”
take his time rolling out a 12.53
compared to the 6.94 of Dodger
Glenn's “Frantic Ford.” The

the day at 6.30 over Rosh:

ahit ed” in “the
win fo 1" car of
Bruce Larson at 7.61 compared
to the 7.74 time of Pete Hill.

The brutal second round of
AA/Funny Car competition
saw Larry Coogle’s machine
bow out of the race because of
clutch problems giving the
automatlc win to the “Fighting
Irish.”” Roy Harris was then
matched against the “Enter-
tainer” car of Paul Smith.
Smith had the misfortune to
cross the center divider and
forfeited the round. The third
pairing of the second round
brought Ivo against the

“‘Quarterhorse” of Oglesby.
Ivo lost fire soon after leaving
the line, supposedly because of
of misplaced spark plug wire,
giving the win to Oglesby.
Without a doubt the fourth
pairing of the round was the
most exciting with Dodger
Glenn’s “‘Frantic Ford” blast-
ing its way down the track to a
6.51 to defeat the Larson entry.

Considering all the second
round problems, in order to
round out the pairings it was
decided that the ““Frantic
Ford™-*USA-1"" race would be
repeated. This time it was the
*“USA-1"" of Larson which as-
sumed the winner's role and
headed for the final round. The
second pairing of the third
round was between Rosberg’s
“Fighting Irish"’ and the
“‘Quarterhorse’” with the later
experiencing difficulty at the
line. The ““Fighting Irish’ took
the round. -

After a heated round of com-
petition, Bruce Larson became
the winner in the final round
aecu ng the best clocking of

S




RACEWAY PARK, English-
town, N.J. — Beautiful 75-
degree weather and fantastic
racing highlighted the seventh
annual Fall Funny Car Finale.
Over 4,500 people turned out
for the exciting side-by-side
Funny Car action and were not
disappointed.

Racing got underway with
the Fuel Funny Cars as Lester
Cassidy started the action with
a hole-shot victory over the
“Brutus’’ Mustang of Roy Har-
ris. Cassidy ran a 6.76 to Har-
ris’ 6.78 for the win.

Next it was “Crazy” Jake
Crimmins unloading a 6.54,

distance the ‘‘Boston Shaker™
at 6.90, 150.75 mph. Paul Smith
wheeled his ‘‘Entertainer™
Pontiac Firebird to a 6.53,
221.67 mph clocking defeating
the only female piloted flopper
of the competition, Redlyn
Knox at 6.86, 202.70 mph in her
“Country Girl”’ Olds Starfire.

To end the round it was
George Johnson rolling the Jim
Wemmett Corvette to a Low
E.T. time of 6.21, 221.67 mph
over the ““Trojan Horse' entry
of Larry Fullerton at 6.67, 19-
95.. mph.

Larry Fullerton was
returned to the action in the se-

213.77 mph performance to out- | ¢ond round of racing when Jake

Crimmins was unable to
restore his machine to running
condition. Fullerton used the
break to defeat the Les Cassidy
machine, 6.37, 220.00 mph to
. 6.76, 176.12 mph. Then it was
. Johnson with a broken rod on a
{ burn-out handing the win to
Paul Smith as he rolled to an
| easy time of 10.40, 76.59 mph.

The final pitted Smith up
against Fullerton with the lat-
ter taking the win with his

- “Trojan Horse™ at 6.39, 233.32
- mph, over the 6.52, 227.84 mph
| time recorded by the ‘‘Enter-
‘tainer’” mount.
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Winning this years event was
George Johnson in Jim '
Wemmett's “Wombat™ Corvette
Funny Car. Johnson scored in the
final over the red hot Kosty -
Ivanof in the ‘‘Boston Shaker”.
Both cars became eligible for the
final via - their first round e.t.
wins. They sat out second round °
giving them plenty of time to get
ready for the final.

Here’s how it went; first '
round started off with the “Bud -
Man’® Roy Harris against
longtime favorite Bruce Larson
in the USA - 1 Corvette. The race
was typical of the close competi-
tion in the Funny Car ranks as
Harris won at 6.53 - 216.86 mph to -
Larson’s 6.88 - 714.28 mph. Next
up was last years winners of the
event Pete Williams in Austin
Coils” ““Chi-Town Hustler”
against the Florida based all new
Cassidy Brothers’ Corvette.
Williams had a tough time of it
going out of shape at half-track
but still had enough horsepower
to take on Les Cassidy; 6.60 -
218.97 mph for Williams while
Cassidy lost a 6.71 - 199.55 mph.
Paul Smith then actually beat

" finalist Kosty Ivanof but Kosty’s

quicker e.t. in the ‘‘Boston
Shaker” gave him the spot for
the final. Smith’s Holeshot made
the difference, 6.49 - 216.86 for |’
the ‘“Entertainer’’ to Kosty’s
better 6.46 -215.31 mph. Johnson
then started his march to victory
at the expense of Lee Beard in
Jerry Ruth’s Mustang. Johnson
was no match for Beard’s 6.64 -
211.26 mph number, scoring at a
6.2? - 225.00 mph blast. That last
pair featured the California
Killer Car of Jim Adolphi a.k.a.
*‘Shady Glenn” against local star |
Jake Crimmins in his Crazzzy

Jake’ Mustang II. This was a

rematch of the final at this years

| world championship series event

which actually never happened.

Remember Jake had a single in

that race. Adolph this time raced

bpt was side-ways and shut-off

giving an easy win to Mr. Crim-

mins who sped to a 6.64 - 218.44

mph win. So far this years score

is Crimmins 2 Adolph 0. That -
finished up first round for the-

Funny Cars with Kosty Ivanof

and George Johnson set for the

final.

Action continued with
probably the strangest race of |
the evening. The Wheelstander of
chk Ehrmantraut in the “Ban-
dit” Trans-Am up against Gary
Richards and Harlan Thompson.
Handicap start going to the
Wheelie CAr Thompson made a
show of it giving it a good try but
Continued on Page 7
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Then came the moment of
truth, Kosty in the Boston Shaker
against the winner of last years
U.S. all Pro bash George Johnson

and Wemmett’s “Wombat”. This

race was just as exciting as last.

‘years Burgin and Williams con-
‘frontation. Both cars went

through the pre-race precedures
and they looked ready. Johnson
made it his second big win in a
close race 6.31 - 224.43 mph for
George to Kosty's 6.32 - 221-13
mph loss. Only one, one hundreth

-of a second difference in the

times, how rclose can you ggi;!!

jﬁst missin;g-_guw-in H%ht with
their Funny Car. Wheelstander

"went .63 - 117.95 to Harlans try of
. 6.60 - 223.88 mph. The crowd was
' buzzing after that one.

~JIM WEMETT AND GEORGE JOHNSON

The Wombat team will again be returning ; to
Dragway Park with their 1979 Corvette Funny Car.
Wemett and Johnson beat all the challengers at last

4

GEORGE JOHNSON
(JIM WEMETT DRIVER)
1978 LABOUR DAY JET VS
FUNNY CAR CHAMPION

year’s Jets vs Funny Car Show last Labour Day. One
of Wemett’s biggest accomplishments in Funny Car
Racing was when he qualified second at last year’s
Grandnationals, which proved he could run with
anybody.




Stellar Funny Car Go
Staged At Dragway Park

By Mark Lawrence

DRAGWAY PARK, Cayuga,
Ontario, Canada — “‘Funny Car
Fever’’ returned to Dragway
‘Park with six of the northeast’s
finest nitro dumping, fire
breathing monsters waging
battles for the Spring Funny
Car Extravaganza.

It was Al Segrini who hot off
his Easter Weekend win here
at Dragway Park walked off
with all the marbles today.
Segrini piloted Fred
Castronova’s ‘‘Custom Body
Enterprises” Plymouth Arrow
to a final round win over Dick
Rosberg’s “Fighting Irish,”
Trans-Am  Firebird which
made its strongest showing
ever at Dragway by taking the
runner-up slot.

The ‘‘Utica Flash’ started
his bid to the final with a 6.62,
214.28 triumph over Jim
Wemett’'s George Johnston-
driven “Wombat,”’ Corvette,
which trailed with a 6.94,
211.26. The ‘‘Fighting Irish”
proceeded to lay down the Low
E.T. of the round at 6.57, 217.39
in putting away Larry Ful-
lerton’s 6.81, 176.47 in his all
new Ford Mustang bodied
“Trojan Horse.”

The “Bear Town Shaker”
Ford Mustang then motored to
a 6.64, 205.94 under Rick
Johnson’s guidance, to dispose
of the traction plagued 7.92,
134.73 from Roy Harris in his
Budweiser-sponsored ‘‘Bud-
man’’ Pontiac Firebird.

Rosberg opened the second
round with a 6.57, 222.77 blast
for the Top Speed of the Meet,
to upset former track record
holder Rick Johnson whose

22

DRAGWAY PARK, Cayuga, Ontario — ASegrfnl dominated the

6.69, 218.44' wasn't far behind,
Segrini soloed to the low e.t. of
the round at 6.55, 217.39. The
“Budman’’ proceeded to down
the ““Wombat,” 6.89, 218.44 to a
7.02, 205.01.

After two rounds of racing,
the two low e.t. cars returned
for the final.

In what could be a preview of
the upcoming Winston World
Championship Meet, Segrini
cranked out the low elapsed
time shot of the meet at 6.54,
211.26 to zip by Rosberg who
back pedalled his Pontiac
Firebird to a tire smoking 6.86,
200.00.

An added attraction was Bob
(Continued on Page 14)

AA/Funny Car action at the recent racing event staged at Dragway
Park as the Fred Castronova-owned “Custom Body Enterprises”
flopper collected the top honors of the event, defeating the final
challenge from the Funny Car of Dick Rosberg.



By Pam Hurley

DRAGWAY PARK, Cayuga,
Ont. — Don ‘‘the Snake” Prud-
homme again proved his
dominance in Funny Car com-
petition by putting away the
rest of the field in the Canadian
Funny Car Nationals, much to
the delight of the multitude of
race fans at Dragway Park.

‘The first two rounds of Fun-
ny Car action were qualifica-
tion rounds, as only the two low
e.t. cars would square off in the
final. Round one action saw

Bruce Larson’s Corvette clock -

a 6.716; 200.44 mph over the
11.981, 70.58 mph registered by
George Johnson, piloting the
Jim Wemett Corvette. Next out
were Dale Pulde in the “War
Eagle” Pontiac Firebird and
Gary Burgin with the Mustang
‘““Supercharg’'r Special.”

Although Burgin tied the track
mph record with a 6.333, 234.37
mph, Pulde crossed the finish
line first with a 6.376, 210.77
mph. Bill Schifsky’'s ‘“‘Bear-
town Shaker’’ then went a
6.382, 218.44 mph against Prud-
homme’s Arrow at 6.942, 139.31
mph. The “Custom Body’’ Ar-
row, driven by Al Segrini, dis-
pensed a 6.452, 184.04 mph over
the 6.615, 215.82 mph of Al
Hanna's ‘‘Eastern Raider.”
The second round came all
too soon for the busy pit crews,
as this would be the last chance

to better the previous times

and make it to the final round.
Action began with George
Johnson turning a 6.780, 208.81
mph on a solo run. Then the
“War Eagle"” flew past Bruce
Larson’s “‘USA-1"" entry to set
a new Track E.T. Record with
a 6.257, 227.84 mph. Larson
recorded a 6.687, 206.42 mph.
Segrini, winner of this event
last year, recorded a 6.317,
216.86 mph to defeat the 6.456,
219.51 put out by the “Bear-
town Shaker,” while Prudhom-
me clocked a 6.272, 230.17 mph
to sail by Al Hanna, whose

“Eastern Raider” blew the

blower at mid-track. Hanna’s
entry limped through the fraps
with an 11.657, 57.03 mph. Gary
Burgin ended the second round
with a 6.427, 231.95 mph on a
bye run. The third and final
round would be between Dale
Pulde and Don Prudhomme.
Jack Ehrmantraut’s sur-
prise visit delighted the fans
between rounds, as his ‘‘Ban-
dit’”’ wheelstander made

several passes up and down the
quarter-mile. Then it was time
for the deciding round in Funny
Car action, as the ‘““War
Eagle’’ and ‘“The Snake’’
squared off. Prudhomme’s
winning 6.337, 225.56 mph easi-
ly handled the “War Eagle,” as
Dale Pulde’s tires broke loose
just past the 'Tree, giving him
a 9.545, 84.66 mph losing time.



DRAGWAY PARK, NHRA Winston Series — Speclal Award winners at the Division | Winston Serles
event at Cayuga, Ontario’s Dragway Park Included Carl Ruth and his Corvette flopper (left photo) for
“Best Appearing Car,” and the Jimn Wemett Corvette team (right photo) for “Best Appearing Crew.”
“NED” Division Director Greg Zakellis was on hand to congratulate the Carl Ruth team

Photos by R.F. Bissell



By Pam Hurley

- DRAGWAY PARK, Cayuga,
| Ontario, Canada — The final
' day of an action-packed three-
day racing weekend concluded
' today with an excellent show
| from the wheelstanders, and a
new Jet Dragster Track
Record. - i

The first round of the Jets
versus Funny Cars began with
Roger Gustin pitting his ““Sher-
bit Special’’ J34 Jet against the
“Wombat’’ Corvette Funny
Car of Jim Wemett. Gustin’s
6.430, 245.90 mph put him into
the second round, while
Wemett clocked a 7.080, 205.94
mph.

The next pairing saw Dick
Rosberg’s ‘‘Fighting Irish”’
Funny Car dispense a 6.875,
165.44 to triumph over the
7.408, 212.76 mph put out by
Mike Evegens’ J46 ‘‘Earth-
quake” jet.

Tommy Ivo’s past ex-
perience with Funny Cars may
'have helped him to the 6.962,

239.36 mph win over Al

Segrini’'s Custom Body Funny
Car. Segrini’s Arrow clocked a
12.74, 59.44 mph.

Tom Brown, a newcomer to
Dragway Park, piloted the
“Daily-C” jet to a 6.436, 257.14
mph to beat out Bruce Larson’s
““U.S.A. 1”” Corvette Funny Car
with a 6.754, 192.30 mph.

The semi-final round
produced the new Jet top speed
record when Gustin’s ““Sherbit
Special’”’ registered a 6.388,
259.36 mph to defeat the
“Fighting Irish”” Funny Car.
Rosberg’'s “Fighting Irish”
Trans Am went a 6.685, 201.34
mph. Tom Brown’s ‘““‘Daily-C”’
jet again came out on top with
a 6.685, 258.62 mph over the
6.750, 241.93 mph dispensed by
Tommy Ivo’s Jet. <

The final round saw the Jet
Car Team of the ‘‘Sherbit
Special” and the “Daily C”
battling it out for top honors.
When the smoke had cleared,
Gustin had tied the new mph
record of 259.36 mph and set

DRAGWAY PARK, Cayuga, Ontarlo, Canada — Fans at Dragway
Park were treated to a fantastic Funny Car vs. Jet exhibition with the
first round finding the machine of Roger Gustin blasting to the win
4 with a 6.43, 245.90 mph time to defeat the “Wombat” Funny Car of
Jim Wemett at 7.08, 205.94 mph.

Dragway Park Holds
Jets vs. F/C Event

the new E.T. Record with a
6.313, while Brown’s ‘‘Daily-C”’
clocked a 6.409, 253.52 mph.
_In the consolation rounds,
Mike Evegens’ ‘“Earthquake”
went a 7.391, 212.76 mph over
the 7.562, 132.15 mph of Bruce
Larson’s ‘“U.S.A. 1” Funny
Car. Jim Wemeft's “Wombat”
broke on the line, sending
Segrini down the quarter-mile
alone, with his Arrow Funny
Car going a 6.424, 218.97 mph.
Tommy Ivo’s jet dispensed a
6.696, 243.24, mph as Larson
again trailed through the traps,
his Corvette Funny Car going a
6.698, 219.51 mph. Evegens
caught a red-light and went a
7.585, 214.79 mph, giving
Segrini a warm ride and the
win with a 6.693, 212.76 mph.
Wemett got the ‘‘Wombat”
back together, but could only
muster a 6.972, 203.16 mph,
which was not quick enough to
stop Dick Rosberg. Rosberg’s
“Fighting Irish” Funny Car
clocked a 6.683, 191.48 mph for
the win.



AL SEGRINI

DALE PULDE
(AL ST b SO S s e e of g e ot Py o
o gt e 1675 Wit Wod anlmvmmmv A e e R A iy
Ewnciind tien fook bt yeur's G s set i Martan, Michian. Dae Pulde has iven
Funmy CorNationale Tn 1979 Sgi wi agin well o oS Gt
on his way, winning the Spring Funny Car race and ‘Thorley and Mickey 3 AL HANNA
Tt vir B Exmuma{ ke rhmhy i Dae
ide have already won the 1979 HRA A Hanna and bis Basten Raide will be maki
Wintemaonss o Dingon it vk s Doy Pk Moo & 18y
Funn Enfied, Conn. Hanma

recently ran very well at the Summernationals

BILL SCHIFSKY AND RICK JOHNSON The Canadian Funny Car Nationas il be held at
Drapuay ek on Sunday, August the 128, Cates

White Bear Lake team of Bill Shisky and Tin T 10300 130, S time
Rick Jdohnson is one of the most populr cars who  and Elminations sartat 300 p
Don Prudhomme Plymouth Arrow he Snake World Champ neds o 201
Introduction
N Segini Piymouts Arcow Custom Body Lt yeuscoamp s st01
ot rated mumber one,
i for v e
v,
Gary Burgin Ford Mustang Supercharg's Oneof hequickestcars 15 t01
in'thecounir, willbe
e St
Artizana Cher. Monza Eastem Raider astom Raider would 25 to 1
NATIONAL CHAMPION Mewpul sy some
g vy st the WHCS et s el
e Dale Pulde PontiacTrans Am  War Eagle Vo Pt oy w1
Car,wateh for
i ght.
Bruce Larson Chev. Corvtte USA N1 Bt Comst wouritecan 30101

run hard at Cayuga.
BRUCE LARSON Jim Wemett Ches. Corvette Wombatt This New York based entry 3010 1

an un withanybods.
USA No. 1 Corvette entry of Bruce Larson is Watch out

Larson, who always runs hard, is one of the crowd’s  Bill Schifsky Ford Mustang Bear Town Shaker  Runner-up at the WWCS 001
favourites _wherever he races. Lamon fs. from silllooking fora
Daulphin, PA. 5 big vin at Cayuga.




An outstanding line-up of
fire-breathing Funny Car will
also be in competition on May
19-20 with defending Winston
Series winner Al Segrini of
Utica, N.Y., leading the top
contenders. Segrini was very
impressive at Dragway Park in
the Easter Weekend Spec-
tacular when he defeated Gary
Burgin.

In addition to Segrini in the

Funny Car category, other top
challengers will include Roy
Harris of Drexel Hills, Pa., |
Bruce Larson of Dauphin, Pa., |
George Johnson of Macedon, |
N.Y., Rick Johnson of White
Bear Lake, Minn., Dick
Rosburg of Grass Lake, Mich.,
Ken Safford’s “Mr. Norm'’s |
Challenger”’ from Chicago, Ill.,
and lady racer Rodalyn Knox
of Weare, N.H.

Joining Crimmins in the
nitro-burning monsters will be
local favorite Roy Harris of
Drexel Hills, Pa., who now

‘campaigns the all-new “‘Bud-

man’’ Pontiac Trans-Am,
veteran Bruce Larson of

‘Dauphin, Pa., R.C. Sherman of
‘Rockville, Md., George

Johnson of Macedon, N.Y.,
Kosky Ivanoff of Brighton,
Mass., Arne Swensen of North
Brunswick, N.J., and Jim
Adolph of Sylmar. Calif. -
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By Jon Graves
. CONNECTICUT DRAG-
'WAY, E. Haddam, Ct. — Fun-
ny Cars were the featured at-
traction at Connecticut
Dragway this time out and
many fans streamed through
the gates to see the “plastic
fantastics’ do their thing.

The first round of action got
started with George Johnson
driving Jim Wemett’s brand
new Corvette to a winning 6.41,
220.58 mph blast when Pete Hill
lost a blower belt on his burn-
out. Roy Harris then took his
“Brutus” Mustang to a win
“over Harlan Thompson, driving
Gary Richards’ car. Harris
thundered to a winning 6.38,
217.91 mph for the Low E.T. of
the Meet, while Thompson
went 6.88, 208.27 mph for the
loss.

Bruce Larson _was the next

taking a win over Johnson, 6.96,
205.47 mph to an out-of-shape
7.46. Harris then beat Larson
on a red-light start, 7.77 to a
quicker 6.87, 203.43 mph.

In the final, both cars got
sideways and had to lift, then
got back on it again with Harris
taking the win in his “Brutus”

- ride, 7.24, 206.73 mph to 7.44,
~203.01 mph.

The semi-finals of the
Modified/Comp. Combeo found
the B/Econo Dragster of Bill
Bagshaw taking the win over
Joe Michard’s C/Super
Modified, 8.74 to 12.78, while
Ed Stuart’s K/Gasser took out
another C/SM, beating Glen

- Molson, 11.20 to and off-pace
82052

In the final, Bagshaw had an

; - easy go, as Stuart’s K/Gasser

winner at 6 73 201.34 mph in
his “U.S.A.-1” Monza over the
tire-smoking ‘‘ATI Black
Magic’ car of D.A. Santucci.
Jimmy King then defeated
Rodalyn Knox and the
“Country Girl” Olds Starfire,
7.01 to 8.16.

Round two began with King

red-lighted away a fine 11.17.
Bagshaw still went 8.73, 153.83
mph for the title. -

The final round of Stock
Eliminator went to Mark
Yacavonne, in the Yacavonne

& Santangelo R/Stock Chevy to

victory over the A/Stocker of

{Continued on Page 43)

CONNECTICUT DRAGWAY, E. Haddam, Ci. — The brand new
Corvette AA/Funny Car of Jim Wemett made its debut at Conn.
Dragway with George Johnson driving it to a best 0f6.41, 220.58 mph
in the first round over Pete Hill’'s wounded mount. Johnson went out
in round itwo to Jimmy King when he got out of shape.

 _Phajab-Pa2. o ———



GEORGE JOHNSON
JIM WEMETT



Stakes Are High in Drag Racing

By JIM MCLAURIN
‘Morning News Sparts Writer
I¥s hat kind o game. Wten §
the stakes are high, the loss
areapttobe heay
TWhen

ied by Roy Harris in the °

a pice a junk, and an expensive
oneat
One of these fiberelass

beamies by the 96,000 PIECE OF JUNK WAS ONCE A DRAGSTER
i e necosary e Fiberglass Shall of Jim Wemett's Pro Funny Car
Vark s boen e, coss
aroun 7 - 3
back in Macedon) il have lost ke loing a paycheck...Jimmy ward, not back, “There's  race
A amags lo 1he 1AM from " $10-415,000, counting and 1 ave boen friends al our omthe 21s of April hat we can
oupte o thousand befure vou Fepair_costs, lost time, and lve and i Lneed money 'l ke Wellbeready.”
A potential earnings. seethat]get Wistfully, as he was climbing.
il 5 i the nature of this i R i kow Jimmy, It i, (ko lave. Dot
it those who play 1, 4me hl i bulis gt e he's alrey got someling gt Wemel i, Ve ad
Sips and real loyaltes. When conkng abou gefting the car the fasest car o (G caslcnast

ar
asl ouple of Thnsn wheels are turn- last year.” With a wry grin he

W““""ﬁ:“‘”g“:ﬁ’:’,,’;" Bayehecks il thecar s be T et added, “Don't know about.this

mch,,.e onto the trailer for the & repaired would effect him, emm indeed had the year, fhou i

long trip back to their garagein °PSon said,“IVs not really wheels turning, looking for- ~It's hatkind of game. .

Macedon, N.Y., one noiiced a

sense o disappointment, not
defeat.

eat.
There were no acrimonious
‘accusations, not even a hint of
blame-laying or_fault-finding,
Just quiet disappointment.
By the time the car is track-
ready again in a month or so the
ree-man team (Crew Chief
“Uncle Bert” Gronseth was



PHR PHOTO
SPECTACULAR:

FIRE!

George Johnson heated
things up a bit at Darlington
South Carolina when Jim
Wemett's “Wombat” Cor-
vette suffered a violent
engine explosion and fire.
Although the “Wombat” was
heavily damaged, the driver
was uninjured.

PHOTOS BY RICHARD BRADY
56/AUGUST 1979




By JIMMCLAURIN
‘Morning News Sports Writer
It that kind of game. When
the sakes are high, the losses
are: A
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Stakes Are High in Drangacing
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wheels tuming, looking for-

56,000 PIECE OF JUNK WAS ONCE A DRAGSTER
‘Fiberglass Shell of Jim Wemett's Pro Funny Car
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; ~ As for the 1979 Division I
FUNNY (A { |poin‘ts crowns, Larry Dixon
George Johnson : hung on in Top Fuel, George
j2r/HE e 1115 5
A M Johnson captured Funny Car
gL zeart o and Frank Iaconio swept Pro
Dick Rosberg ‘ Stock. Division Champions in
A e the Sportsman ranks included
803 FC L e b Joe Amato (Pro Comp), Den-
e nis Ferrara (Comp.), Larry
D. A. Santucei Kopp (Modified) for the fifth
Boee i Gl straight year, Herb Kutz
VAR IFE. TE 506 (Super Stock) and Jerry Stein
: ' (Stock).




Crazy Eddie’s “Might of Thrills”

RACEWAY PK, N.Y. JUNE§
By Lewis Bloor
‘more can you say about
a Drag Race that was Just about
perfect? I'm speaking abou last
Wednesday's “Third A
all the elements were there.

Floppers, two Pro Stacks, two

ets, two Wheelie e fadons
300 mph Rocket. This plus good
et el st it
enthusiastic fans adds up to an
almost perfect race. Besides rac-
ing ere was s car unges, drag

nval Crazy Eddie frishe
ey,
|mt,edwadebnt
in ProS:
Don” lm Mnsunx The car had
never turned a tire on a
racetrack fill last Wednesdxy

Plenty of race cars; ten

atit primarily slde-by side wich

as always is d
e o O

rithout s doubt the overall crowd

favorie. The race also was done

n record time, starting at eight

elock and fnishing promptly at
eleven, three hours of magic

i
George Jo
Wem

ia_- il i
“wins. They saf aut second cound
giving them plenty of time to get.
Femy o e il

[ere’s how it went; first

round started off with the ““Bud

an Roy Harris against
longtime favorite Bru

in the USA - 1 Corvette, The race
was typical of the close competi-
ion in the Funny

Harris won at 6.53 - 216,86 mph to

sgainst the Florida based al new
idy Brothers’ Corvette;
Wllllamx had 2 tough time of i
et e
But still had enough horsepower
e on Les Cassidy; 6.60 -
218.97 mph for Williams while
Cassidy lost 2 671 - 19955 mph
Paul Smith then actually beat
finalist, Kﬂsly Toanot bt Kosty's
s supressive i s s
put mgemer Beauty, running
5254 mph to ne Grurnp's
Better 865 - 156.25 mph in the
“Malverne Missie” Camaro.
Some first row

racing disc jockeys and

quicker e.t, in the “‘Boston||
Shaker” gave him the spot for
the final. Smith's Holeshot made | |

better 6.46 -215.31 my

mph
{hen started hs march o WCIary
mm‘”‘\

s Mustan;

erry Bt
25 Mo match for Beards 654«
%ﬁ;\yﬂ.&mﬂn&m

- ‘That last
red the California
Riller Car of i Adoiohi ada: ||

e G
Jake" Mustang II This was a

But was sidoways and shuteoft |
giving an easy win to Mr. Crim- ‘
hing who $ped o a 664 - 218,44
mph in,So far hi years seore
rims That,

Handicap start going to the
Wheelie CAr Thompson made a
show of it glving it 2 good trybut ||
inued on Page 7
heir. super_showing especially
the guys in Super Pro, That's all |
for the 1979 “Night of Thrills"
! |

Also, the Funny

'érazy Eddie’s ”l'\!ie;ht of Thrills”

Continued from Pa;
h T with
their Funny

seconds at over 326 mph Proffitt
pit on a super show re-seiting
one end of his record, 491
seconds at 32,46 mph. The 328.46
happens to be the new N.J. land
speed record by the way:
lations to Brad and his

father Hayden on the new mark.

Next up came the Jet Cars. It
is kind of hard {0 describe the
feeling watchin the frediasts
of the Jet Cars. TV Tommy Iy

raced against i s
i s These g
put on some show with Kisha
a5 Fobne 1016 H
25280

former
acer Too's mark of 6.0 4930

mpl

First round finally ended
with carburetors and gasoline.
Bill “‘Grumpy” Jenkins up
against Dyno Don in his brand
new 1979 Mustang. Both cars
were rumning at legal weight un-
like last years matchrace
weights. This was due to this
weekends. Springnations| which
both will be competing in frying
o stop Bob Glidden in Pro Stock.
Dyno was impressive in his just
put together Beauty, running an
879 - 15254 mph to the Grump's
better 865 - 156.25 mph in the
“Malverne Missle” Camaro,
Some first round!

s Otcy 038 Bistphto
et pe mph los
Lombardo and : The
Jenkins” scored number two
over Dyno's brand new racer.
Larry shifted the Lenco to the
tune of 863 - 157.61 mph while
Nicholson made it close at 8,71 -
155.97 mph. Not a bad debut for
the niew Nicholson Pro car.
came

truth, Kosty in the Boston Shaker.
agaimst the wimmer of 1

S AT Probish Ceorge orﬁe‘ﬂ_lannﬁm
and Wemmett's “Wombat”, This

7206 S JUSt as exciting s last
Jears Burgin god Willaws sor

Tontation.
The

vening Gor-
cars witha car

e, how cl
o Tinish up
die Tap jumped 20
and only cleared 1711 The
ter” put the ic-
o e ket B

”mzy Eddie Night of Thrills”.
Bebeusl Rxceway Park would

arry
Weiss o Crazy BAdi” for e

out to Drag Race in some high- |
performance go-carts from J &R
Cycles. Finally, we would like to
thank the Bracket Racers for
heir super_showing especially
the guys in Super Pro. That's all
for the 1979 “Night of Thrills”
i






 Crazy Eddie’s “Night of Thrills”

RACEWAY PARK N.J. The funny car final of =
Crazy Eddie’s "/Night of Thrills’ brought Gim

Wemeet and Kosty Ivanof together, George John- | RACEWAY PARK .
son in Wenett’s Corvette took the honors with a . 140 :|
6.31/224.43 to Kosty’s 6.32/221.13. HO &
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Johnson / Wemett Thunder
To Englishtown F/C Win

By Lewis Bloom
RACEWAY PARK, English:

Second st
— The third annual —The first. round began with

“Bud Man” Roy facing

Bevee armiai USALE

Corvette, with

659, m-smynms-nmu

mph. Next up was last year's

Cassidy Brothers. Williams got

ENGLISHTOWN RACEWAY PARK. Engianiown, N Gorge
arove the sieek Jim Wemett Corvette to 8 big Funny Car

e

Eng|lshlown. s

outof shape it sl heldonfor 30,
awild win at 6,60, 218.97 mph o
59,55 mph.

6
Tvanof ik a losing 6.46, 2531

mph. -
Johns: Started_his
iemm e

Larry Lombardo  taking.

e er. best of-three match in two
£y Ruth Must 7 straight over "Dyno” Don

Nicholson’s new Ford

o N Masiang. The Jenkins Camaro

ng
ornia's JimAdolph and il times of §63 and 8.
Glenn “Shady Glen' .wonsmm,.mne

then faced Jake Crim o e

ana s " Crazy Jake' 331 and  beck o 15 9 .
Crimming sent the Brad Proffitt hit 491, 2
Gallorian home & mph in the “USA’ t

vt T Rt S, Recket
pass for the out-of-shape ag
Adogh.

started off

s Witk beanng Smith, y

29195 mph (0 a Slowing at 630, 5052 mph o 664
25423 mph.

i o e g PATEE
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ENGLISHTOWN RACEWAY PARK, Englishtown, N.J. — George
Johnson drove the sleek Jim Wemett Corvette to a big Funny Car
win at the “Crazy Eddie Night of Thrills.” He took this final from the
strong Kosty Ivanof “Boston Shaker” Buick Startire, 6.31, 224.43
mph to 6.32, 221.13 mph. Photo by Steve Bell




Johnson / Wemett Thunder
To Englishtown F/C Win

By Lewis Bloom

RACEWAY PARK, English-
town, N.J. — The third annual
running of the ““Crazy Eddie
Night of Thrills’’ presented the
Englishtown fans with a great
showing of Fuel Funny Cars,
Pro Stockers, Jets and
wheelstanders. '

George Johnson and the Jim
Wemett Corvette flopper was
the big winner in the Funny Car
action, beating the Kosty

Ivanof ‘‘Boston Shaker” entry "L 5
' Englishtown . . .

1
"

in the final.

All the floppers ran two
rounds with the two lowest
elapsed times going to the

final. Both Johnson and Ivanof |

Eli_cj(gti : gﬂ_’ El_eir best times in

round one and then sat out the
second stanza.

The first round began with
“Bud Man”’ Roy Harris facing
Bruce Larson’s ‘‘USA-1"
Corvette, with Harris winning
6.53, 216.86 mph to 6.88 at 214.28
mph. Next up was last year’s
winning car, the Pete
Williams-driven ‘‘Chi-Town
Hustler”’ of Austin Coil against

the sleek new Corvette of the -

Cassidy Brothers. Williams got ~

(Continued from Page 25)

| out of shape but still held on for
a wild win at 6.60, 218.97 mph to
6.71, 199.55 mph.

Paul Smith and the “Enter-
tainer’”’ then defeated Ivanof’s
“Boston Shaker” but Kosty's
quicker elapsed time got him
to the final. Smith went 6.49,
216.86 mph for the win, while
Ivanof hit a losing 6.46, 215.31
mph.

Johnson then started his
march to victory at the ex-
{ pense of Lee Beard and the Jer-
ry Ruth Mustang, hitting a win-
ning 6.29, 225.00 mph compared
to Beard's 6.64, 211.26 mph.
California’s Jim Adolph and
| the Jim Glenn ‘‘Shady Glenn”
machine then faced Jake Crim-
mins and his ‘“‘Crazy Jake”
Mustang. Crimming sent the
Californian home a loser, 6.64,
218.44 mph to a slowing shut-off
‘ pass for the out-of-shape
{ Adolph.

The second round started

1l with Williams beating Smith,

6.34, 231.95 mph to a slowing
time for the losing Pontiac

&
>

Trans-Am. Larson then
handled Beard, 6.65, 222.77 mph
to 6.81, 213.27 mph. Harris then
set Low E.T. in his “Bud Man”
Trans-Am to stop Adolph, 6.29,
230.17 mph to 6.36, 226.13 mph
in a great race. Crimmins then
finished the round by beating
Cassidy’s pretty car, 6.59,
207.85 mph to 6.88, 198.23 mph.

The final was absolutely
great, with Johnson and the
sleek Corvette beating Ivanof’s
tough entry barely, 6.31, 224.43
mph to 6.32, 221.13 mph.

The Pro Stock action found
Larry Lombardo taking the
best-of-three match in two
straight over “Dyno”” Don
Nicholson’s new Ford
Mustang. The Jenkins Camaro
hit times of 8.65 and 8.63 with a
best speed of 157.61 mph, while
the Ford was close at 8.79 and
8.71 and a best of 155.97 mph.

Brad Proffitt hit 4.91, 326
mph in the “USA-1"" Rocket
car to set the new New Jersey
land speed record, while Larry
Kisha and Tommy Ivo blasted
off with their jets, Kisha get-
ting the nod in his “‘Odyssey”’
at 6.59, 253.52 mph to 6.64,

254.23 mph.




- By Lewis Bloom

RACEWAY PARK, English-
town, N.J. — Englishtown
Raceway Park got the 1979
season going into full swing by
hosting its first AA/Funny Car
show. of the season. The race-
starved fans shook off the ef-
fects of a long winter and
showed up in force to watch the
likes of Gary Burgin, Larry
Fullerton, Jim Wemett/
George Johnson, R.C. Sher-
man, Jake Crimmins and the
Cassidy Brothers do. battle.

Burgin started off the show
with his new super-sleed
“‘Supercharg’r’”’ Ford/Mustang
entry, hitting the Low E.T. of
Top Speed marks of 6.31, 231.95
mph to beat the Cassidy
Brothers® pretty, new Corvet-
te, which hit a losing 6.83,
201.34 mph.

The next pair of floppers
went at it side-by-side all the
way down the track, as R.C.
Sherman’s new car beat Jake
Crimmins’ Ford Mustang right
before lights, 6.84, 207.37 mph
to 6.99, 196.07 mph. The last
race of the first round,K would
have been a great go, but Larry
Fullerton had a tire blow out on

his burnp-out in the ‘“Trojan
Horse”” Ford Mustang, giving
George Johnson a single in Jim
Wemett’s Corvette. The
Corvette kicked a rod out at the
end of its 6.62, 217.91 mph
single and caught fire. Johnson
was not hurt, but the pretty
machine was through for the
day.

Burgin joined Johnson on the
sidelines in round two, needing
more time to message a
wounded engine. The Cassidy
Corvette started off the round
with a 6.62, 218.86 mph over a
problem-plagued Sherman and
his “Black Arrow” machine,
which shook the tires to a los-
ing 7.31, 179.64 mph.

The next pairing found Crim-
mins winning over a
wheelstanding Fullerton. Jake
hit a winning 6.75, 194.80 mph
after Fullerton shut-off.

The final was another
frustrating affair, as Les Cas-
sidy had the motor go away
after his burn-out, letting
Burgin single for the glory at
8.84, 100.11 mph as the ““Orange
Baron’’ lost a transmission at
half track.



The “NED’”’ Empire Dragway Gold Cup National Open went off |
this past weekend with Top Fuel honors going to Larry Bucher,
Funny Car to R.C. Sherman, Pro Comp to Mike Kosky, Mike
Stowicki (Comp.), F.J. Smith (Modified), Wally Clark (Super
Stock) and Robert Slater (Stock). Bucher hit a 6.54, 211.26 to
down Howard Haight and the “Hemi Hunter” in the final, as
Haight set the meet’s pace at 6.44, 224.43. Sherman’s Arrow drop- |
ped the George Johnson-driven, Jim Wemett Corvette in Funny |
Car, 6.53 to 6.70, while Kosky s Chevy AA/DA knocked off a
broken John Samolyk and his AA/DA Chevy with a final 6.92,
190.67. Stowicki’s C/ED beat Robert Newberry’s B/EA roadster
in Comp., 8.85 to 9.38, while F.J. Smith’s B/SM ’67 Camaro won |
Modified over Sam DiAngelo’s C/SM Camaro, 10.24 to 10.81. In
the all Chevy Super Stock battle, Clark’s SS/HA Camaro dropped
Peter MacRitchie’s SS/MA Chevelle, 11.06 to 12.04, while Slater’s
H/SA Plymouth Duster beat Chl‘iS Hadler’s K/SA Ford Torino in
Stock. 12.68 to 13.31. |



FUNNY CAR

Some simply wild Funny Car
action began with Tom Prock’s
pretty Poncho Rendon
*““Detroit Tiger” ’79 Arrow
from Michigan becoming the
first victim of R.C. Sherman’s
Maryland-based Arrow, 6.65,
204.48 mph to a smokey 7.12,
97.80 mph.

Next it was the John
Speelman ’79 Vega from
Maryland over the breaking ’76
Monza of John King. Speelman
went 6.98, 205.47 mph, while
King sat on the line with his
Rhode Island-based King &
Marshall entry.

Al Segrini then took the very
strong Fred Castronovo
Customm Body ’79 Arrow to a
win over former Pro Comp
standout Jeff Rapp in Dave
Robinson’s ’79 Arrow, 6.63,
207.37 mph to 7.07, 202.70 mph,
while George Johnson ended
the round with a win in Jim
Wemett’s pretty Corvette,
beating Robert Seifert, 6.70,
197.36 mph to 7.90, 205.47 mph.

The semi-finals found
Sherman beating Speelman,
the Arrow over the Vega in a
close one, 6.73, 202.24 mph to
6.86, 208.33 mph, and Johnson
upending Segrini, the Corvette
over the Arrow, with the Low
‘E.T. of the Meet 6.52, 209.79
mph to 6.73, 210.26 mph.

Sherman was up to the task
in the final, as he ripped off a
good 6.53, 214.79 mph shot for
the Top Speed of the Meet and
the win over Johnson’s 6.70,
210.28 mph.

| EMPIRE DRAGWAY, Gold Cup Champlonships — R.C. Sherman’s
| Plymouth Amow led George Johnson and the Jim Wemett Chevy
| Corvette all the way In the Funny Car final round, hitting a winning
|6.53, 214.79 to a losing 6.70, 210.28. Johnson had earlier set
|Low E.T. of the Meet In Funny Car at 6.52 seconds.



EMPIRE DRAGWAY, Gold Cup Champlonsips - .. Sherman's
“Amow lod ‘Johnson and the Jim Wemett Chevy

Corvate s il the way n he Fumny Car fna round, Nting o winning

£55, 21475 o o losing had sarler st
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FUNNY CAR
Al Bergler’s popular
“Motown Shaker’’ 79 Corvette

e‘ntry ended up in the winner’s
circle at New England, but it
was Dick Rosberg and the
“Fighting Irish’’ Pontiac
Trans-Am that led the way in
qualifying at 6.23, 230.17 mph
for the Top Speed of the Meet
honors, while Bergler laid in
the weeds at 6.45 for the second
. spot.

Rosberg then started off the
first round at 6.50, 211.79 to ad-
vance over the red-lighting
George Johnson and the Jim
Wemett Corvette, as the new
Division 1 Champion wasted a
6.91, 217.39 mph effort.

Then Jimmy King and the
King & Marshall 77 Monza
took a win at 7.53, 195.65 mph to
stop the ‘78 Monza of Rie
Deschner, followed by
Bergler’s first win at a stunn-
ing Low E.T. 6.22 and 220.58
mph over Tim Kushi and his
Plymouth Sapporo at 6.73,
195.65 mph.

The round ended with a real
dog fight between the
Mustangs of Larry Fullerton
and Al Hanna, with Fullerton’s
’79 model getting the better of
Hanna’s '78 version, 6.572,
195.22 mph to 6.571, 208.33 mph.

Rosberg continued on in the
semi-finals by stopping King,
6.32, 220.50 mph to a slowing
9.62, while Bergler ripped off a
6.30, 220.58 mph compared to
Fullerton’s 8.84 shut-off pass.

Rosberg won the battle in the
semi-finals but lost the war, as
he was not able to show for the
final and Bergler took a 17-
second single for the win.

1
!



AA/FUNNY CARS

Bruce Larson and Al Hanna
opened round one with the win
going to the ‘“USA-1" at 6.32,
203 as the “Eastern Raider”
trailed at 16-seconds. The King
' & Marshall Chevy Monza and
the ‘“Trojan Horse’’ Ford
Mustang were up next with
King putting on the win light at
6.89, 212, while Fullerton
turned inaf. 09, 179.

Defending Champ Pete Wil-
liams disposed of Bob Siefert’s
“Agitator’’ with a strong 6.21,
210 to a 7.72, 122. Freddy
DeName’s new ‘‘Saturday
Night Fever’’ experienced
proglems on the burn out with a
sticky throttle and lightly tap-
ped the guard rail, which set
the “Future Force”” Monza on
a single at 6.92.

Al Segrini easily out dis-
tanced Bill Dee’s “Noreaster”
for the win at 234 mph with no
E.T., and Gary Burgin
produced a stout 6.11, 228 to put
away the ‘“Yankee Sizzler.”
Roger Lindamood’s “‘Color Me
Gone’’ turned in a 6.48, 208 to
stop Harlan Thompson at the
wheel of Gary Richards’ mount
at 6.53, 221.

Roy Harris’ ‘‘Budweiser
Firebird” faced the Cassidy
Bros., and in a close match it
was Harris for the win at 6.50,
229 to Cassidy’'s 6.56, 221.
George Johnson in Jim
Wemeft's car and the ‘‘Shake
and Bake’ entry closed the
round with the win going to the
“‘Shanke and Bake” at 7.40, }53



Loyt

‘the all new “Wombat” Corvette funny car returns to Raceway Park on Sunday March ‘

25th. Jim Wemett and driver George Johnson have got to be one team to watch in 1979. ‘
Towards the end of the 1978 season they were the hottest act going, with numerous 6.10 and |

6.20 clockings. What's a “Wombat”??

!



Quahfymg was led by Ray-
mond Beadle’s Napa/Regal
Ride “Blue Max” Plymouth
Arrow for quite a while at a
i .18,

th}ﬁ. gs until Don
Prudhomme ‘mastered things
with Low E.T. of the Meet at
6.15, 243.90 mph to tie Shumake
for Top Speed. Beadle came
back later and ran 6.20,
Prudhomme 6.19. Tom Hoover
was third with his beautiful
Hoover Family Corvette at
6.22, 232.55, while Shumake put
Johnny Loper’s ‘‘Little Hoss™
Arrow in solidly at 6.26, 243.90
mph (Top Speed). Billy Meyer
nailed down the fifth spot at
6.28, 241.28 with his ‘‘Mystery
Arrow’’ and Ron Colson
wheeled Roland Leong’s new
Avanti “Hawaiian" Corvette to
a 6.29, 23437 for the sixth slot.
The top eight was rounded out
by Tom McEwen’'s Corvette at
6.30, 231.95 mph and Kenny
Bernstein’s ‘‘Chelsea King”
Arrow at 6.33, 229.59 mph.

Bob Pickett's U.S.
Marines/Western Wheel Olds
Starfire headed up the second
half of the 16-car field with
a 6.33, 229.59, while Gary
Burgin’s ‘‘Supercharg’r’” Ford
Mustang was 10th at 6.35, 238.09
mph. Tom Anderson put the
“‘Speed Racer”” Chevy Vega in
the 11th spot at 6.38, 226.70. and
eventual winner Gordie Bonin
was 12th at 6.38, 224.99 mph.
Defending champion Dale
Pulde put his brand new ‘““War
Eagle”’ Trans Am Firebird
(“‘Best Appearing Car’’) in the
field at 6.39, 228.42, while the
field was rounded out by
George Johnson and the Jim
Wemett Corvette (6.41), Lar-
ry Fullerton’s new ‘“Trojan
Horse”” Mustang (6.44) and
16th qualifier Al Segrini with
Fred Castronovo’s Custom
Body-backed '79 Arrow (6.45).

John Force was the first
alternate with the Wendy's
“Hot & Juicy’” Corvette at 6.47,
221.13 mph, and ended up in the
show as Larry Fullerton had a
bad fire on his qualifying pass
and was unable to return for
eliminations. Fullerton was not
injured, but his new mount suf-
fered quite a bit of damage.
Stan Bowman’s Ohio-based
Chevy Camaro (6.48) and Rick
Johnson in Bill Schifsky’s
‘‘Beartown Shaker’’ Ford
Mustang (6.48) rounded out the
top alternates.

&

The Sunday morning rain and
subsequent cooler weather
played havoc with the Funny
Car program virtually from
round one on. Tire smoke
seemed to be the order of the
day, and it became a real
driver’s race right from the
start. He who could hook-up or
recover quickest ended up ad-
vaneing.

Racing began with a battle of
Corvettes, with McEwen'’s
strong 6.31, 232.55 downing
John Force's tire-blazing 7.23
at 183.67 mph. Next it was Ray-
mond Beadle really pounding
out a stout time at 6.21, 239.36
mph (quickest time ‘of
eliminations) to advance past
Gary Burgin's tire-smoking
7.72, 125.69. Hoover began his
march with a decisive win over
Tom Anderson, 6.64, 233.16 to a
slowing 9.83, and Ron Colson
blasted out a 6.33, 234.90 with
the ‘‘Hawaiian’’ to trailer
George Johnson’s 6.68, 214.79
in another all-Corvette duel.

The round .continued with
Dale Pulde’s repeat victory
hopes going up-in-smoke
against Billy Meyger, 6.35,
23936‘t0 16.30 at 42.69 mph. |
Don~ Prudhomme and Bob |

ed quite a battle in
. with ‘‘the
Snake prevaﬂmg at 6.44,
228 42 to Pickett’s game try of
6.65 at 221.13. Bernstein and
Shumake were the.next two
victims of tire-blazing, advanc-
ing Al Segrini (6.54,222.22) and
Gordie Bonin (6.47, 225.56) to
end the round.




NHRA GATORNATIONALS

event. triumph since his great
77 campaign with_the

fa
title bout,
16 s a tenacious effort for
the Canadian team, who too
e
and the right performance at
the right time 10 score their
first NHRA national event win
since 1977 where they von
Gatornationals and Winston

tires and r 2 nar.
row win ver Tom Hogver's po-
tent_“Showtime” Corveite,

55522083 toa fsclosng .54
at 2727 mph.
For Hoover, the veteran
cer_from Minnesota, the

Quaiying wae 100 by Ray:

le’s "'Epi/ﬁegal
oy for s s w8
b R AT

238,72, that is until Don

of at
28, 21 “Mystery
riow'’ a olson
wheel s ney

59, while Gary

Burgi's “Supaccharg's” Ford

Mustang was 10th at .55, 238.00
Tnm T pm he

T ed Pacor G

P Tih ot ot 0.3, 3010 amd

cventual wimer Gordie onin

orce
Allemate i e Wendya
ey Corvette at 6.47,

A sk
Fullerton had a

Funnv Car

St vem e
‘The Sunday morning rain and
subsequent _cooler weather

ing.

“Racing began witha bttle of
Corvettes,

sizong, 6.3 15555 downing

orce’s tire-blazing 7.23

at 183.67 mph. Next it was Ray-

Don Prudhomme and Bob



75

Page 4

They’re called “Funny Cars,”
but there’s -nothing humorous
about Jim Wemett's and driver
George Johnson’s 2000 hor-
sepower ‘‘Corvette” Funny Car
when they get down to the
business of professional racing.

The Funny Car name is a
source of some confusion since the
cars do not prompt laughter either
as a result of their appearance or
performance—5.97 seconds
elapsed time, 240 mph in the
tymile. The modern Funny Car is
a shortwheel-based fuel dragster
hidden by a fiberglass replica of
a late model American production
car body. These bodies slip up for
easy access to the engine com-
partment. These cars also run on
nitromethane which has a cost of
$18.00 a gallon. In one quarter
mile run the car will burn up about
7 gallons of this most expensive
fuel (has a great gallons per mile
rating). E

Wemett Racing Enterprises
operates out of Macedon, New
York. Their operation consists of a
specially ‘built 40 foot trailer
complete with a shop, spare parts,
and a 1979 Hemi 426 aluminum
powered Corvette Funny Car.

Touring the tough Northeast
Division 1 professional circuit,
Jim Wemett and his ‘‘Wombat”
1979 Corvette Funny Car driven by
George Johnson, became 1979

THURSDAY, NOV. 8, 1979

Division I Champion by gathering
points in New Jersey, Canada,
Pennsylvania, Maryland and New
Hampshire. =

Becoming Division I Champion
is quite a feat for Jim: and George,
both formerly of Hemlock,
because of the problems they had
early in the season. In January
1979 they started the season in
California at the NHRA Win-
ternationals and immediately
destroyed a motor. Coming back
East to Darlington, South
Carolina in March, they had a
severe motor explosion at 200 mph

. which destroyed their new Funny

Car. Pictures of the explosion
‘appeared in the August 1979 issue
of Popular Hot Rodding.

Immediately a new car was
built at S & W Race Cars in
Pennsylvania so that Jim and
George were back on their way
racing and ultimately winning the
NHRA Division I Funny Car Title.
Assisting Jim and George to their
victory were Bert Gronseth, crew
chief, and Bill Richards and Art
Stollery, crew members.

Today more than 8 million
spectators attend drag racing
events annually and more than 130
million people watch drag racing
on national TV. The median age of
the averageracing enthusiast is 28
years, and his median income is
$20,000.

THE LIVONIA GAZETTE

Funny Cars Not So Funny




RECORD REVOLUTION FUNNY CAR
ATIONALS WINS BY SEGRINI, PETRO

Segrini’s _effort tied Don
" orficially

recognized. five
Car " performers. Two_rounds
later, Segrinl defeated Gary
Burgin for the Record Revolution
U Fuany Car Nationas ttle

@ wild 6.13, 28255 to 6.24, 28560




AA-FUNNY CAR

Following the gala pre-race
parade led by Miss Record
Revolution U.S. Funny Car
Nationals Meg Chandler and her
court, Annette Martin and Lisa
Craver, eliminations began with
Gary Burgin’s 6.27, 225.00 to 6.66,
193.54 win over Bruce Larson.
Roy Harris matched Burgin's
performance'in the
next stanza, retiring Dick
Rosberg’s “Fighting Irish’’
entry with a 6.27, 228.42 to
Rosberg’s 6.38, 229.59. A battle
of Corvettes followed, with
George Johnson taking a 6.34,
218.44 decision over Al
Bergler’s crossed up 7.62 in the
gorgeous ‘‘Motown Shaker.”
Segrini was next up, against
Tom Prock in the Gratiot Auto
Supply/Poneho Rendon -
“Detroit Tiger.”

With Segrini’s recent string
of 6.0 and 6.1 showings in the
Fred Castronovo ‘“‘Custom ’
Body” Plymouth Arrow, the
‘fans anticipated a Low E.T.
shot, and possibly a new track
record. It was exactly 8:00
p.m., the air was beginning to
cool, yet the track retained its
heat from the intense after-
noon sun, and Segrini
responded with a stunning 5.97,
tying ‘‘the Snake’s’” speed
record at 234.98 despite an ear-
ly ’chute. Prock shut off early
at 6.69, 183.67.

In the second round, Burgin
‘and Harris locked horns in a
good one, with Burgin’'s 6.20,
233.16 just nosing out the 6.28,
227.84 effort posted by the pop-
ular Budweiser Pontiac.
Segrini’s 6.14, 227.29 perfor-
| mance advanced him to the

final past Johnson’s 6.51,
{ 193.13, and gave him lane
| choice against Burgin.

It was 11:30 p.m., and
eliminations were complete
save for the AA/Funny Car
final when Segrini and Burgin
were rolled to the line. Follow-
|ing the completion of the bur-
 nouts, the crowd grew tense as
the two veterans prepared for
the climax of a truly exciting
night of Funny Car racing.

At the green, both were gone
in a simultaneous launch
toward the finish. They
remained side-by-side, and just
when Burgin’s go-for-broke
strategy appeared ready to pay
| off, his “Supercharg’r” Ford

Mustang broke traction, just
for a split second, but long
enough to give Segrini a 6.15,

7932.55 victory. Burgin lost with
a strong 6.24, hitting a new
record speed at 235.60.



George Johnson hit a first round 6.34, 218.44 to beat Al Bergler, but
lost to Segrini’s 6.14 with a 6.51 in round two. (Photo by Harold E. Hoch)



MOHNTON, PA. — Following
three weather plagued Sundays,
Maple Grove Dragway’s ninth
annual Spring All-Pre Series_
closed with a hotly contested”
Funny Car program, a near-
record crowd, and over 350

Sportsman and Bracket entries.
While Dick Rosberg established
the meet’s guickest and fastest
performances in the first two
rounds of Funny Car
Eliminations, it was Tom Prock
who claimed the victory when a

20 cent oil pump gasket ruptured
on Rosberg’s popular “Fighting

Irish” entry. It was Prock’s first.

victory in ‘Grove action since
1973.

Following the sixth annual
Rolling Sireet Rod Show
presented by the Philadelphia
Modifiers and Mod-tiques Car
Clubs, Funny Car eliminations
opened with Jimmy King's 6.66,
208.33 victory over Bob Seifert’s
seven cylinder effort of 7.17,
172.08. Prock then powered the
Poncho Rendon-Gratiot Auto
Supply ‘‘Detroit Tiger” to a 6.41,
215.31 win over a determined
Rodalyn Knox, who lost with a
creditable 6.69, 211.26. Rosberg
followed with his first ever
‘Grove pass, and a memorable

Low E.T. shot, defeating Al
Bergler’s strong 6.51, 214.28 with
a 6.37, 223.32. The round closed
with Bruce Larson’s debut
showing of his new “U.S.A.'1"

. Corvette, which upset a quicker

George Johnson 6. 80, 214.79 to
6.75, 203.16 when Johnson shut off
prematurely.

The second round saw Rosberg
advance over a sideways Jimmy
King, setting Top Speed with his
6.40, 227.27 effort, while Prock’s
6.52, 203.61 bettered Larson’s
6.76, 218.44,

Going into the final, the Novak,
Rosberg, McDaniel team had yet
to so much as change a plug in the
“Fighting Irish” Trans Am,
while Prock and crewchief Joey
Oster fought piston woes each
round. Prock’s persistance paid
off handsomely, however, as
Rosberg became a victim of a
ruptured oil pump gasket on his
final round burnout and had to
shut off, allowing Prock a 6.64,
184.80 single for Spring All-Pro
Series honors.

In these tense days of soaring
nitro and parts prices, it must be
said that this Funny Car
program, while not necessarily
the quickest, nor fastest, was
among the best in recent years.



INY CAR

The second annual ‘“Jungle
Jim” Memorial portion of the
{Pennsylvania Dutch Classic
ifeatured two of the former
Team Liberman drivers, Jake

eliminations terrific
6.35, 217.91 to ﬁ 87 214 .28 duel,
1with Prock jusf
Budweiser entry in the lights.
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6.36, 233.16, with George
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e P
Smith's transmission failed to
shift on his 6,71, 160.42 attempt.
In round two, Burgin set the
meet's pace with a 6.28, 233.16
win over Prock, who appeared

kicked out a rod. Lar -

204,79
10.6.63, 204.54 win over Johnson
in_ Jim Wemett's Corvette.

In a wild conclusion, Burgin

and Larson went wheel to
Wheel, both skating through the
midcouwse, wih Burgins late
surge giving him_the nod a
553, 9158 while' Larson ;
Corvette erupted in a brief, but
brilliant fire following his 6.42,
21951 runner-up effort.




_FUNNY CAR

The second annual “Jungie
Jim” Memorial portion of the
Pennsylvania Dutch Classic
featured two of the former Team
Liberman drivers, Jake Crim-
mins and Roy Harris. Harris and
Tom Prock opened eliminations
with a terrific 6.35, 217.91 to 6.37,
214.28 duel, with Prock just
nosing out the Budweiser entry in
the lights, Harris, though a
“disappointed loser, later com-
mented, “‘Jungle sure would have
been proud to see that one.”

Crimmins suffered cylinder
head woes in losing to Burgin's
6.36, 233.16, with George Johnson
taking the bye. Bruce Larson’s
6.43, 191.48 overcame an early
Paul Smith lead when Smith’s
transmission failed to shift on his
6.71, 160.42 attempt.

In round two, Burgin set the
meet's pace with a 6.28, 233.16
win over Prock, who appeared
ready to match strides until mid-
course when the Poncho Rendon
Plymouth Arrow Kicked a rod.
Larson advanced with a close
6.53, 214.79 to 6.63, 204.54 win over
Johnson in Jim Wemett’s Cor-
vette.

In a wild conclusion, Burgin
and Larson went wheel to wheel,
both skating through the mid-
course, with Burgin's late surge
giving him the nod at 6.33, 231.36
while Larson’s Corvette erupted
in a brief, but brilliant fire
following his 6.42, 213.51 runner
up effort. Larson’s entry rup-
tured its oil pan spewing hot oil on
the exhaust, but the fire quickly
went out and Larson was able to
stop safely with very little
damage to his new US.A.-1
Corvette.
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FUNNY C.

D.A. Santucci and his “Black
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MARYLAND INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY, NHRA Winston

— D.A. Santuccl got a very blg Winston win in the Inal round of Fun-
ny Car Ellminator, as he pushed his “Black Magic” ‘78 Chevy Vega to
a 7.21, 191.08 mph, while George Johnson fouled In the Jim Wemett

’ . . Dhata b= B B0

Corvette.

 all-new “Budman” Trans-Am, ;

FUNNY CAR

D.A. Santucci and his ““Black
Magic’’ Chevy Vega got started
down the road to victory with a
first round win over the all-
Chevy '77 Monza entry of Ric
Deschner, 6.96, 195.65 mph to
7.78, 143.54 mph, followed by a
win for John Speelman’s '79
Chevy Vega at 6.65, 220.58 mph
over the 8.00, 137.61 mph slow-
ing pass for Jeff Rapp and his
new '79 Plymouth Arrow ride.
The round then ended with a
single for George Johnson and
Jim Wemett's sleek “Wom-
bat” Corvette at 7.09, 199.11
mph when Kevin Seifert didn’t
return after the rainout for the
first round action.

Santucci got the single in the
semi-final round, while
Johnson hit 7.11, 208.33 mph to
defeat the 7.33, 198.67 mph time
recorded by Speelman’s Vega.

The final was over -real
quick, as Johnson couldn’t wait
and tripped the foul light, giv-
ing the win to Santucci at 7.21,
191.08 mph. Johnson slowed
down with the Corvette after
tgezfoul and coasted through at
18.29.

In the popular Funny Car |
division, veteran Roy Harris of |
Drexel Hills, Pa., driver of the t
will be leading a fine group of
drivers along with popular
Bruce Larson of Dauphin, Pa.,
George Johnson of Macedon,
N.Y., D.A. Santucci of Glennil-
lard, Pa., and Jake Crimmins
of North Brunswick, N.J.

Harris drove his Firebird to
a very impressive 6.13 second
clocking last week at the Sum-
mernationals to hold down the
No. 2 position in qualifications.
Johnson currently leads the
Northeast regional points,
while Santucci captured the
last Division 1 event at Budd’s
Creek to move to third in the
points.
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NHRA National Event Attendance Refiecls Increase;
Overall '79 Atiendance In Drag Racing 5.3 Million

NORTH HOLLYWOOD, Calif. — Races on the National Hot Rod Association
Championship Circuit drew a record 516,675 spectators and participants in 1979
despite mid-season gasoline shortages and weather problems which had a
serious negative impact on both the season-opening Winternationals at
Pomona, Calif., and the Molson Grandnational at Montreal, Canada.

Paid attendance for the 11-race circuit was up five-tenths of one percent over
1978 in spite of a 31.2 percent decrease at the Winternationals and a 16.2 per-
cent decrease at the Grandnational, races which had both reflected increases
the previous year.

Those deficits were offset, however, by significant increases at the Cajun
Nationals at Baton Rouge, La., up 23.9 percent in paid admissions; the Mile-
High Nationals at Denver, Colo., up a whopping 58 percent in paid attendance;
the Fallnationals at Seattle, Wash., up 49.9 percent; and the season-ending
Winston World Finals at Ontario, Calif., up 17.5 percent.

The more than half-a-million racing enthusiasts who attended the national
meets were but a small part of a combined audience of almost 5.3 million who
watched 3,000 races at 150 tracks in 41 states and Canada last year.

Once again, the event with the single biggest impact on the attendance
figures was the Labor Day U.S. Nationals at Indianapolis, Ind., the oldest,
largest and richest event in drag racing history.

The 25th U.S. Nationals attracted a total audience of 114,300 for six days,
reflecting an increase of 1.4 percent in paid attendance and seven-tenths of one
percent in overall attendance.

Figures for the other events on the circuit: Gatornationsls (Gainesville,
Fla.), 57,456; Springnationals (Columbus, Ohio), 57,453; Summernationals
(Englishtown, N.J.), 57,059; Winternationals, 48,122; Molson Grandnational,
40,090; Winston World Finals, 35,636; Sportsnationals (Bowling Green, Ky.),
30,889; Fallnationals, 29,406; Cajun Nationals, 27,840; and Mile-High
Nationals, 18,406.

The Winternationals, shortened from five days to two by winter storms
which virtually eliminated the spectator market north of Los Angeles, had its
smallest crowd since 1975 when it drew 48,029 fans. The Grandnational, which
was completed a day late because of rain, was down more than 5,000 from 1978.

The most encouraging gains were those made by the Fallnationals, up sub-
stantially for the first time in history, and the World Finals, which enjoyed the
biggest percentage increase since its move to Ontario Motor Speedway in 1974.




George Johnson
funny car

GEORGE JOHNSON has been the bridesmaid over the years,
but 1979 saw a change in that stance when George drove Jim
Wemett's “Wombat™ entry to the NED Funny Car Championship.
The Macedon, New York, duo will be back stronger than ever in
1980 on the NED Winston Series and we predict to an even
stronger showing than last year.




Jeff Byrd Winston Drag Racing manager is ecstatic over presenting Fun-
ny Car Champ George Johnson with his Winston points check.




ED Fetes ’79 Stars

“NED” DIVISION 1 AWARDS BANQUET, Freehold, N.J. — Five of the 1979 Division 1 Champions all
gathered for this group show along with lovely Shelly Harmon. From the left are Super Stock Cham-
pion Herb Kutz, Competition Champion Dennis Ferrara, Shelly, Pro Stock Champion Frank laconio,
Funny Car Champion George Johnson and Pro Comp Champion Joe Amato. Photo by R.F. Bissell.




George Johnson teamed again with Jim Wemett of Macedon, New York,
giving notice that their “Wombat” funny car entry was ready for a Divi-
sion title and not another bridesmaid's role. The good looking entry
garnered the honors with some very impressive showings in the
Winston Series events.




-

“NED” DIVISION 1 AWARDS BANQUET, Freehold, N.J. — Five of the 1979 Division 1 Champions
gathered for this group show along with lovely Shelly Harmon. From the left are Super Stock

Herb Kutz, Competition Champlon Dennis Ferrara, Shelly, Pro Stock Champion Frank
Car Champion George Johnson and Pro Comp Champlon Joe Amato.

Photo by ALE.
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Macedon’s Wemett Drives

MACEDON — They’re
called “Funny Cars,” but
there’s nothing humorous
about Jim Wemett's and
driver George Johnson’s
2000 horsepower ‘‘Corvette”
Funny Car when they get
down to the business of
professional racing.

The Funny Car name is a
source of some confusion
since the cars do not prompt
laughter either as a resulf of
their appearance or per-
formance — 5.97 seconds
elapse time, 240 mph in the
1/4 mile. The modern
Funny Car is a shortwheel-
based fuel dragster hidden
by a fiberglass replica of a
late model American
production ear body. These
bodies slip up for easy
access to the engine com-
partment. These cars also
' run on nitromethane which
has a cost of $18 a gallon. In
one quarter mile run the car
will burn up about seven
gallons of this most ex-
pensive fuel (has a great
gallons per mile rating).

Wemett Racing En-
terprises operates out of

Macedon. Their operation .

consists of a specially built
40 foot trailer complete with
a shop, spare parts, and a
1979 Hemi 426 aluminum
powered Corvette Funny
Car.

Touring the tough Nor-

LEAVING A TRAIL OF RUBBER —
Macedon’s Jim Wemett gets off to a jack-

~ A Fast ‘Funny Car’

theast Division I
professional circuit, Jim
Wemett and his “Wombat”’
1979 Corvette Funny Car
driven by George Johnson,
became 1979 Division I
Champion by gathering
points in New Jersey,
Canada, Pennsylvania,
Maryland and New Hamp-
shire.

Becoming Division I
Champion is quite a feat for
Jim and George, because of
the problems they had early
in the season. In January
1979 they started the season
in California at the NHRA
Winternationals and im-
mediately destroyed a
motor. Coming back East to
Darlington, SC in March,
they had a severe motor
explosion at 200 mph which
destroyed their new Funny
Car. Pictures of the ex-

plosion appeared in the .

August 1979 issue of
“Popular Hot Rodding.”

Immediately a new car
was built at S&W Race Cars
in Pennsylvania so that Jim
and George were back on
their way racing and

.ultimately winning the
'NHRA Division I Funny Car,

Title. Assisting Jim and
George to their victory were
Bert Gronseth, crew chief,
and Bill Richards and Art
Stollery, crew members.

rabbit start in his Funny Car as he tesis
the vehicle for this season’s racing events.

Wombat owner Jim
Wemett spends his time
during the week as
president/owner of ~a
million dollar-plus sales
corporation dealing in
automotive and electronic
equipment. Weekends find
Jim coordinating the action
of his 235-mph AA/Funny
Car.

After graduation from
Bryant College in 1970, Jim
entered a family wholesale-
retail oil business. It wasn’t
long before Jim moved on to
coordinating his own en-
terprises including entering
professional drag racing
with an injected fuel 1969
Mustang. The following
year he moved into a
BB/FC Camaro. In 1973 a
Dodge Challenger replaced
the Camaro moving Jim
into AA/FC. Jim drove his
own ‘races as well as
managing the yearly
campaign, at one point
ranking as high as 9th in the
.NHRA Winston World
Championship Series and
finishing well in Division I
points yearly. In 1974,
George Johnson came on
board, initially as
mechanic, but ultimately
taking over the driver’s seat
as well, leaving Jim to
manage bookings and
SpONSOrs.



ROC'S SECRET FORMULA:
_MIX TWO STORES, ONE RACE CAR AND LOTS OF K40'S

What's Jim Wemett's success formula? He
takes two stores, one race car, and lots
of K40's to stay ahead of his competition.
Jim's two stores are ROC Communications in
Rochester and Macedon CB Center in nearby
Macedon. As a sideline Jim owns and races
his high speed funny car, the "Wombat."
Jim continues to be one of the largest

K40 dealers in the area through constant
advertising in local newspapers.

believes in taking full page ads to let his
CuSthEr‘ know what he's got on sale. Hhen
Jim isn't trying to sell a K40 to one of
his customers or calling us to order some

more, you'll find him at the speedway
racing his "Hombat."

K40 DEALER PRUFILE BOK |

ROC CDMMuMchnuus

RDEHESTER

JIN WEME
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George Joh nson was handed
the Funny Car trophy for his
good w ork in the Jim Wemett
“Wombat’> Corvette, which
beat out Roy Harris ‘and the
Tom Ryan-owned ‘“‘Budman’



Glennillard, Pa.’s D.A. San-
tueci won Funny Car
Eliminator with the former
“Black Magic'’ ’78 Chevy Vega
entry, hitting a final round 7.21,
191.08 over a red-lighting
George Johnson and the Jim
Wemett Chevy Corvette. John-
son shut-off on the run at 18.29,
28.10 mph. John Speelman set
Low E.T. and Top Speed at
6.65, 220.58 miph with his 79
Chevy Vega, but unfortunately
had a fire in the semi-final
round. Speelman was not .in-
jured; but the Chevy Vega body
was a total loss as John went
off the track.




FUNNY CAR

“Rapid Roy”’ Harris led the
qualifying with his “‘Budman’’
79 Firebird flopper at 6.38,
which stood as the Low E.T. of
the Meet. He didn’t make it out
of round one, however, as he
was defeated by the ‘‘Wombat”’
Corvette of Jim Wemett with
George Johnson driving. John-
son took the win at 6.65, 211.26
mph, while Harris tried to
catch him at 6.71, 219.51 mph.
Next came the first win for
eventual winner Ron Colson
and Roland Leong’s famed
“Hawaiian’’ Corvette at 6.40,
212.26 mph to defeat the new
Corvette of Bruce Larson,
which fouled away a 6.82, 200.00

mph pass. _
. Minnesota’s Rick Johnson
then drove Bill Shifsky’s ““Bear

Town Shaker’’” Mustang fo a
win at 6.52, 223.32 mph to cover
the quicker 6.51, 211.26 mph
clicked off by the ‘““Custom
Body"' '79 Plymouth Arrow of
Fred Castronovo with Al
Segrini aboard.

Another midwesterner took
the next race, as Dick Resberg
piloted the Bill McDaniel and
Don Novak-owned ‘‘Fighting
Irish” '78 Pontiac Firebird to a
winning 6.56, 226.13 mph shot,
covering the 6.87, 212.22 mph
effort of John Speelman’s
Maryland-based 78 Chevy
Vega.

The semi-finals started with
Colson getting around George
Johnson in another all-Corvette
battle, 6.42, 226.70 mph to 6.71,
205.47 mph, as the
“Hawaiian’s’’ Top Speed of the
Meet charge went around the
Wemett machine.

Then it was Rick Johnson (no

* relation) and the ‘“‘Bear Town

Shaker”” Mustang, hitting 6.59,

213.27 mph to get around the
stubborn 6.71, 224.43 mph pass
recorded by Rosberg’s
“Fighting Irish’’ Firebird.
Then, in the final, Colson, of
Illinois, drove the Avanti CB
Antenna-backed Corvette to
the winner’s circle at 6.47,
225.56 mph over the 6.69, 203.16
mph pass for the slowing Rick
‘Johnson and his Mustang entry.



FUNNY CAR
Traveling all the way from
Phosnix, Arizona,
Shumake rmade the frip to the
East Coast pay off as the

driver of the Johnny Loper

Plymouth Arrow Funny Car
took fthe Low E.T. and Top
Speed of the Meet in the Friday
afternoon qualifying with a
pass of 6.23, 231.36 mph.
Close behind the potent

Loper Arrow was the Ford

Mustang II flopper ““Boston
Shaker’’ machine of Kosty
Ivanof. Before rolling to the
winner’s circle he took the se-
cond position in the qualifying

with a 6.28, 223.32 mph per-
formance, ‘while it was the
“Speed Racer” Chevy Vega of
Franklin, Pa.’s Tom Anderson
with a 6.31, 221.12 mph.
Continuing with the close
eight car field was George
Johnson driving the "Jim
Wemett Corvette to fourth
position with a 6.36, 218.97 mph
time with the Pontiac Firebird
“Budman” of Roy Harris in
fifth at 6.38, 224.43 mph and
John Speelman’s ’79 Chevy

Tripp

Vega in sixth at a 6.39, 225.66
mph effort from the Gaiter-
burg, Maryland-based
machine.

Local favorite Bruce Larson
with his ‘“USA-1” Corvette-
bodied flopper was seventh
with a 6.40, 223.88 mph timing,
while holding down the eighth
and final qualifying spot was
R.C. Sherman’s black
Plymouth Arrow with a 6.41,
218.45 mph time.

Surprisingly the cars of .

Harlan Thompson, Les Cassuiy
and D.A. Santucci were unable
to make the eight car field
despite times quicker than 6.60
proving the quality of the tough
Funny Car field.

In a surprise, the Tripp
Shumake driving day ended in
the first round as his 6.35,
227.76 mph time lost out to the
Roy Harris flopper with a 6.27,
225.56 mph. Then it was Bruce
Larson advancing with a 6.81,
212.76 mph time to defeat the
troubled run of 8.48, 115.24 mph
for Tom Anderson.

" Eventual' winner Kosty
Ivanof began his run to the win-
ner’s circle with a 6.61, 220.59
mph time to defeat the John
Speelman Chevy Vega at 6.71,
221.67 mph. Then it was George
‘Johnson in the entry of Jim
Wemett breaking off the line
handing the win to the R.C.
Sherman Arrow at 6.42, 202.24

. mph.

Roy Harris was the winner of
the first semi-final round race
facing off against the potent
Corvette of Bruce Larson. Har-

ris’ time of 6.42, 227.84 mph
handled the Larson timing of
6.64, 182.18 mph.

Kosty Ivanof rolled to the
final with a 6.40, 218.91 mph
gaining momentum for the
final. The 6.79, 196.07 mph ef-
fort by R.C. Sherman was not
enough to defeat Ivanoff in the
semi’s.

The final came down to a bat-
tle between Harris and Ivanof
with the latter the winner at a
very quick 6.25, 223.87 mph
compared to the 6.46, 230.76
mph time for Harris.



FUNNY CAR |

Jake Crimmins ended up in
the winner’s circle with some
very strong passes and a bit of
luck. His 6.46 second round shot
wasn't too far off the Low E.T.
of the Meet that was turned in
by “‘Rapid’’ Roy Harris and his
“Budman’ Pontiac Trans-Am
at 6.40 for the low qualifying
spot. .

Harris started the first round
by almost equalling that Low '
E.T. with a fine 6.41, 231.95
mph shot for the Top Speed :
honors to stop the ailing Dodge
entry of Harland Thompson at !
10.26. This was followed by !
Crimmins hitting 6.55, 211.26
mph with his 78 Mustang K-B
machine to defeat Maryland’s
John Speelman and his new
Chevy Vega machine at 6.70,
207.85 mph. - 5

George Johnson then piloted
Jim Wemett’s tough Corvette
machine to a fine 6.44, 215.31
mph shot to beat the new
Mustang entry of veteran Lary-
ry Fullerton, who hit 7.10, 152
mph with the troubled Division
2 car.

Jin Adolph, of Van Nuys,
California ended the round by
hitting 6.65, 210.77 mph with
Jim Glenn’'s ‘‘Shady Glenn”
Plymouth Volare to advance
over the Vega machine of
Edgewood, Maryland’s Bob
Seifert at a slowing 8.70, 105
mph.

The second round began with
a win for Crimmins over Har-
ris, as the Mustang beat the
Trans-Am 6.46, 218.44 mph to a
slowing but close 6.64, 159.85
mph. Meanwhile, Adolph took
the other semi-final race, 6.50,
164.53 mph to a losing catch-up
effort of 6.71, 212.26 for the
Wemett/Johnson Corvette.

The final ended up being an
easy single for Crimmins at
15.44, as the California car had

to be loaded back on the trailer
with terminal problems.

preventing it from making the
run.



FUNNY CAR
simply wild Funny Car
action began with Tom Prock’s

20448 mph to a smokey 7.12,
97.80 mph

Next it was the John
Speelman ega_fro

aryland over the brealing 7%
Monza of John King, Speelman
went 635, 20547 mph, while
King sat on the line with his
Rhode Island-based King

arshall en

Al Segrini then took the very
strong Fred Castronovo

9 a

207.37 mph to 7.07, 202.70 mph,
while W
the round with - win_ln_lim
eimett’s prel

ting_Rot

36 ]

€ semi-finals found
Sherman_beating Speelman,
the Arrow over the Vega in &
close one, 6.73, 202.24 mph to
6.86, 208.33 mph, and Johnson
upending Segini—the-Corvetta

Ewmmm
T of_the M




> SUPER STOCK NATIONALS RESCHEDULED %

Due to the long gas line, threatened
'strikes by station operators and
dwindling supplies of gasoline, the
management of York US 30 Dragway
deemed it necessary to postpone the
running of the 15th Annual Coca Cola
Super Stock Magazine Nationals.

The event has been rescheduled for
Saturday, August 11 and the new rain
date established as August 25. The
same time schedule of Gates opening at
10:00 AM with Features at 7:00 PM will
prevail, and as before, ALL CLASSES

OF COMPETITION WILL BE RUN IN
ADDITION TO THE FEATURE
PRESENTATION.

commitments, the
feature cars of Don ‘“‘The Snake”
Prudhomme and Tom  ‘‘Mongoose”™
McEwen will be unable to return for the
rescheduled event. However, the York
US 30 Dragway is pleased to announce
that a full program of feature cars will
still be presented with the following
entries confirmed as of this date.

Due to other

JIM WEMMIT ROY HARRIS
RAY SHERMAN AL SEGRINI
TOM POCK BRUCE LARSON

LARRY FULLERTON

|
|

KOSTY IVANOF |

ADDITIONAL INVITED FEATURES YET TO

BE ANNOUNCED.

We hope to see you on August 11, for
the running of the 15th Annual Super
Stock Magazine Nationals.
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FUNNY CAR: The name is the source of some confusion

ismatct and chassis so that at times they did
actually look “funny"". Although the machines reached a state =
the

in'vogus, Actually, the modern funny <ar is nofhing more m.m i
short-wheelbased fuel dragster hidden by a fiberglass repl

late model American production car body. These bodies flip. up 0
‘easy access fo the engine compartment.




Study Rates Spectators
Desirable Consumers

NEW YORK CITY, N.Y. —
The auto racing spectator
audience, based on age, income
and occupational status,
comprises one of the more
desirable consumer groups in

merica, according to a
recently completed study.

But, cautions the study’s
author, there are substantial
variations among spectator
audiences, depending on the
type of racing the spectator
prefers.

“‘Those variations make all
the difference in the world to
he modern consumer goods
marketer,”’ says Bra
Niemcek, whose New York
City firm conducted the four-
month study. ‘‘The old
generalizations about racing
spectators — that they are
young and predominantly male
_are no longer good enough
for the advertiser who knows
through research of his own
that his product appeals to only
a select portion of the young
male market."

It was his aim, Niemcek
says, to determine what, if any,
were the differences among
racing spectators and define
them  precisely for a sport
which obviously needs all of
the advertiser support it can

s s study therefore
covered audiences at five ma-
Jor types of racing events —
ASCAR Grand National,
Drag Racing, USAC
Championship, SCCA_ Can-Am
and a combination of IMSA GT
and SCCA Trans-Am. The
findings also apply to Formula
Atlantic, Gold Cup and Mini-
Indy events because they are
oiten presented as companion
events to the others.

report will be made available
to sponsor-seeking drivers and
teams in the sport, tailored to
their needs and their pocket-
books, says Niemcek.

“If the sport is to benefit
from the collection of this kind
of marketing information, it's
got to be put to use as a selling
tool. So we've produced a
profile of the spectator
audience in each of the five
areas of racing, along with a
manual to help the racer use
'he information productively.”

acing Spectator
LRl
$150 each, by writing Brad
Niemcek, Inc., 210 East 36th
St., New York, N.Y. 10016.

| The survey team sampled
|spectators at two events in
|each major series and
|deliberately covered races in
every region of the country to
|eliminate the possibility of
geographic distortions in the
results

Among the major findings of
the stud

e e
ing spectators, in general, is
substantilly Higher than ‘the
US. as a whole:

—Educauonal attainment
among some racing audiences
is ¢ asmmshmgly high”;

—Spectators respond
remarksbly well to most
products promoted in the sport,
but not to all;

—Racing spectators are also
“passionate participants” in
other sports and leisure time
activities, but the pattern of
those interests varies greatly.

Altogether, Niemcek’s sur-
vey team has compiled almost
1,000 pages of computerized
data on the five major types of
racing spectator audiences.
That information is broken
down into five major
categories — demograpmcs,
“Media usage,” leisure in-
terests, general marketing
behavior and automotive-
related marketing behavior.

Major sections of the study
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